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Preface .. 


ILLIAM BAXTER is said to have been 

the first white man to make his home 
in Kaiapoi, but there are records of sailing 
vessels visiting the place long before nis ar- 
rival. 


During Kaiapoi’s infancy, most business 
activity was, naturally enough, concentrated 
about the river, and Charles Street was a 
busy locality. Hotels and warehouses lined 
the thoroughfare, and farm drays queued up 
with outward cargo for the ships. 


Names such as Day, Birch, Black, and 
others are associated with the shipping era, 
and readers may note with some surprise 
that they are not recorded with other pion- 


. cers. 


Many of these people have left but scanty 
evidence of their stay, and little if any in- 
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terest would be aroused if their activities 
were recorded in a larger volume. 


The town’s progress, what there is of it, 
has been dealt with in other publications, 
but the information contained in these pages 
has not, as far as I know, been printed 
before. 


In collecting this memoirs my only motive 
has been to rescue from oblivion some, at 
least, of the history pertaining to the 
pioneers of Kaiapoi. 

C.B., 


81 Raven Street, 
August, 1941. 
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Recollections of the Author. 


LTHOUGH f cannot claim to be an old- 

time resident of Kaijapoi, yet my memory 
goes more than half a century back, to a 
tinie when there was ample evidence of the 
activities of the very earliest days of the 
settlement. 


I was born near Hassall’s ford in 1884 and 
my earliest recollection is a seemingly end- 
less wilderness of gorse and bloom extending 
from the ford to the Girder Bridge near the 
outlet of the Cust River, better known as 
the Main Drain. 


This wilderness was the happy hunting 
ground of children living round about, and 
in the summer we bird-nested and played 
Indians with willow bows and arrows to our 
heart’s content. 


The North Branch of the river, now called 
the Eyre, was a clear, shingly stream then, 
and big flounders darted about over the peb- 
bley bottom. These fish not only provided 
exciting sport, but also a change of diet. 
Whitebait came up the stream in great 
quantities during the season; indeed we 
caught so much at times that we could not 
give it away but boiled it for the fowls. The 
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usual price of whitebait was fourpence per 
quart. 


Mr, A. J. Alexander was in charge of the 
new brick school in Hilton Street when I 
first went to school there in 1889, Mr. Gar- 
rard and Michael Lynskey being assistant 
masters. During recess we boys who carried 
our lunch had time to wander round the 
town. The Huon Belle, Rock Lily, and Kes- 
trel were often at the wharves, and the 
paddle steamer Diamond lay anchored out 
in the stream. I never at any time saw the 
little steamer in action, but there are elderly 
people in Kaiapoi even at the present time 
—1941—-. who remember the vessel making 
moonlight trips to the river mouth, and Mr. 
A, Blakeley can recall the Brass Band pro- 
viding music on these excursions. 


Just upstream from the main bridge and 
on the south side of the river stood @ small 
wharf and two shops; in my school days 
one @ tinsmith’s, and the. other a fish shop. 


From the wharf a light railway crossed 
Raven Street and served a large general 
store with goods from the ships. At this 
time the old bridge was so constructed that 
it could be opened to allow the passage of 
ships. 


The Council foreman’s house was on the 
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south approach to the main bridge and was 
surmounted by a small bell-tower. The bell 
was rung at 8 a.m., noon, 1 p.m., and 5 p.m. 
on all working Gays, 


Kerasene lamps served to illumine the 
street corners but on moonlight nights these 
lamps were not lighted. 


In these days of swift transport it is diffi- 
cult to visualise the slow, plodding horses 
pulling drays laden with potatoes and other 
produce from the surrounding districts. 


The needs of the horse were met by the 
saddlers, blacksmiths, and stable proprietors 
in almost every street. 


Well worth recording is the fact that the 
last horse shoer and blacksmith to give up 
business in Kaiapoi was Mr. Lancelot Baker, 
a grandson of Mr. James Baker who came 
to New Zealand in one of the first four 
ships. Mr. L. Edmonds, too, continued his 
trade as a saddler in Raven Street until the 
motor vehicie had ousted almost all thie 
horses from the streets. As late as the 
eighties, farm drays were often used as fam- 
ily transport to the Christchurch A. and P. 
Show and tc other functions such as picnics 
and sports meetings. 


Kaiapoi had to depend on travelling art- 
ists and dramatic companies supplemented 
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by local concerts for musical and dramatic 
entertainment; pianos were few and the 
humbler instruments such as accordeons and 
concertinas were used in the homes oi the 
people. I remember seeing the first efficient 
gramophone at the Christchurch Show. 
Three-pence was charged for the privilege 
of inserting tubes from the instrument into 
one’s ears to hear the records. Somewhere 
about 1894 the “ Kinetiscope,” a pre-runner 
of the cinematograph, was in operation one 
evening at St. Bartholomew’s Sunday School 
in Cass Street. The film, which ran under 
a slotted aperture before one’s eyes, depicted 
among other subjects “The Horseless Car- 
riage aS seen in the Streets of Paris.” A 
humble beginning indeed for the cinema 
and the motor car. 


The improvement of transport and hous- 
ing, the introduction of electricity, wireless, 
and other mechanical helps, have been com- 
mon to all New Zealand, and need not be 
dwelt upon here, but there is another and 
debit side. 


As late as the eighties, apples, pears and 
stone fruits were free from serious hlight 
and grub pests which today necessitate 
spraying. Many weeds now constituting a 
nuisance were almost unknown in early 
times, and the virgin soil fertile to a degree 
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not met with in much of the exhausted soil 
of 1941. 


The social side of the home life of the 
people was more in evidence in the old days 
before the advent of animated pictures and 
the motor car. In winter particularly the 
family would congregate before a bright fire 
and talk over the day’s activities or look 
through the illustrated weeklies which now 
have suspended publication. Reading aloud 
was not unusual and a good book was se- 
garded as a treasure. 


Though these memoirs do not deal with 
the Maori people, I feel I cannot conclude 
without some mention of a few who have 
identified themselves with Kaiapoi more 
than with Tuahiwi. Many people still re- 
member Joseph Solomon (Huria), an ardent 
Salvationist and a Maori gentleman who 
had the respect and goodwill of all who were 
privileged to know him. Canon Stack, in 
his book “Kaiapohia” mentions “Solomon, a 
very civilised native’ who was helpful to 
him. William Uru when a young man de- 
lighted everybody with his wrestling and 
feats of strength, and stories of this genial 
giant are still told about his football prow- 
ess. The Roberts boys attended the Kaiapci 
School, Peter being noted for his excellent 
physique. 
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At the present time we have Mr. William 


Karaitiana, an expert billiards player, who 
for some time held a seat on the Kaiapoi 
Borough Council, and some years ago the 
death occurred of Thomas Green, a keen 
Oddfellow and for a period Master of his 
Lodge. Though his sight was impaired for 
a great part of his life to such an extent 
as to merely distinguish light from dark his 
pleasant voice and interesting conversation 
were a pleasure to any listener. 


The descendants of many of those men- 
tioned have adopted new ways of living and 
turned to new pursuits and pleasures, but I 
trust that sometimes at least they will run 
their hands over the notched whakapapa 
and remember their ancestors. 
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‘THE date of GEORGE ASHLEY’S arrival 

in New Zealand is uncertain, but it is 
known that when a boy of eleven years he 
ran away from his home in England, and 
went to sea. He saw most of the important 
ports in Europe and America before visiting 
Australia, where he remained for some time, 
Attracted by the gold rush in Westland, he 
crossed the Tasman Sea and subsequently 
engaged in gold prospecting work on “The 
Coast,” as it was called then. Mr. Ashley 
used to recall the operations of the Burgess- 
Kelly gang which had caused much alarm 
in Westland. There he met Mr. Venables 
and later followed the Venables family to 
Kaiapoi. The swing bridge was being erect- 
ed when Mr. Ashley arrived here, and he 
secured employment on its construction. He 


also worked on the main bridge contract in = 


1884, and from then cnward operated a 
carrying service until the close of his life. 
His wife was a daughter of the pioneer John 
Harper. His children, William, Herbert, and 
Mrs. P. Clarke, ave well known in Kaiapol. 
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AMES ANDERSON came to New Zealand 
a few years after the arrival of the 
first four ships and had a blacksmithing 
business in Charles Street and later on the 
North Road opposite Darnley Square. He 
died in the early eighties. Mrs. James An- 
derson (nee M. A, Alfrey) arrived in the 
“Charlotte Jane” in 1850 as nurse to Doctor 
Barker’s children. Died 1921. Miss Marian 
Anderson and Jessie (Mrs. W. Tait) are the 
only children living in Kaiapoi. 


* * * * 


BOUT nine o’clock one summer’s Sunday 


morning in 1900, the people of Kaiapoi, 


were startled by a rushing sound which 
started in the east, passed overhead with an 
appalling roar, and died away westward. 
Meteorologists considered that the sound 
was caused by a meteorite passing close to 
the earth. Travelling as it did from east to 
west, the rotation speed of our atmosphere 
would be added to the velocity of the met- 
eorite, the relative speed possibly amount- 
ing to two thousand miles per hour. A 
heavily overcast sky prevented anyone see- 
ing the object, and undoubtedly a magni- 
ficent spectacle was missed by the weather 
conditions prevailing. 
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JN 1850 JAMES and MRS. BAKER, with 

six children, arrived in the “ Cressy,”? one 
of the “First Four Ships.” The family lived 
in Lyttelton for a few years, Mr. Baker 
working on the construction of the Ferry 
Road, but later all came to Kaiapoi, having 
walked all the way from Lyttelton. For 
Some time Mr. Baker carried the mail on 
horseback from Christchurch, and had to 
ferry across the Waimakariri, He then pur- 
chased land in Kaiapoi and was later in 
partnership with Mr. Isaac Wilson in oper- 
ating a threshing mill. 


The Bakers’ first house was between Otaki 
and Sneyd Streets, but in 1859 another was 
built in Otaki Street. The first Methodist 
Church services were held in the earlier 
home. Mrs. Thorne, the last surviving mem- 
ber of the family, is now eighty years of 
age, and still occupies the Otaki Street 
homestead. The Baker family comprised 
Richarg, Fred, Edward, William and Jack 
(twins), Aaron, Edwin, Mrs. Robt. Wright, 
Mrs. Isaac Wilson, Mrs. Brigg, and Mrs. 
Thorne. 


The pioneer died in 1885, aged 67, and his 
widow in 1905, aged 85. 
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THOMAS BLACKMORE (“Castle of Eden” 

1851) spent most of his life farming 
in the vicinity of Kaiapoi, where he was 
held in the greatest respect for his sterling 
character. Mr. Blackmore was presented to 
the Prince of Wales (now Duke of Windsor) 
during the Royal visit to New Zealand. A 
very fine photograph exists showing His 
Royal Highness shaking hands and chatting 
with Mr. Blackmore. His sons have engaged 
in farming elsewhere, but two daughters 
live in Christchurch. A brother (John) also 
came out on the “Castle of Eden.” 


THE WRECK OF THE “AWAKE BELLE.” 


at | WAS an eye-witness of the wreck,” 
states Mrs. Maurice Phillips. “The 
‘Awake Belle’ came on the bar with a 
light easterly wind, but suddenly the breeze 
dropped, and the ship lost steering way, 
drifting on to the beach. The Captain (Ted 
Mallash) and crew, thinking the vessel safe, 
came ashore, but during the night a north- 
west gale sprang up, and the next morning 
the sea was pounding the ship to pieces.” 
At low tide the skeleton of the “Awake 
Belle” may still (1941) be seen, 
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Above—Belcher and Fairweather’s Coach leaving from their premises, 
corner North Road and Beach Road. 


Below—Kaiapoi Musical Society in the late nineties. 
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"(THOUGH not an early arrival, H. R. 

BUTCHER’s activities had considerable 
effect on Kaiapoi. He started a wool scour- 
ing works in Clothier’s Road about the year 
1884 which continued in operation for over 
fifty years and gave steady employment to 
many hands. Some early employees were: 
James Heney, Peter Bate, and James Bol- 
lington, some later ones being Jack, Fred, 
and Henry Wyatt, and William Bradley. 
Augustas Vaughan and Harry Wilson served 
long periods as waggon drivers. James Mil- 
ler and Ernest Morris were employed at the 
works for many years. During the greater 
part of the time Mr. T. C. Butcher managed 
the business. 


One of the earliest motor cars in the dis- 
trict was owned by Mr. H. R. Butcher, the 
machine being a single-cylinder Cadillac. 
There were, however, other cars of the 
“buggy” type before this. Mr. Butcher was 
a lay reader in the Anglican Church and 
served on the Kaiapoi school ccmmittee. 
Both he and Mrs. Butcher lived to ripe old 
age at their home near Hassall’s (Butcher’s) 
Ford. 
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MES. J. W. BARNARD is a daughter of 

Mr. David Heney who in the early days 
of this settlement lived in the Beach Road 
about one mile from the sea. Mrs, Barnard 
was @ pupil at Mathews’ School and remem- 
bers the Beach Road as a bullock track 
through “ Wild Irishman,” flax, niggerheads, 
and manuka. The scrub sheltered pukekos, 
wekas, and white herons. 


In the home the cooking facilities were 
necessarily primitive, a “crane” or pivetted 
rod holding the utensils over the open fire. 
Mrs. Barnard recalls that the Heney child- 
ren gathered shells from the old Maori 
dumps and burnt them for lime when their 
father needed mortar. Her parents had a 
dairy farm and prepared salted butter in 
tubs to be sent to England. The need for 
recreation was met by races on draught- 
horses and Mrs. Barnard remembers the 
Volunteers in = their red coats riding the 
rather clumsy steeds. Sports were held in 
the Kaikainui paddocks (now Willock Street) 
and the children were able to buy ginger- 
bread squares at one penny each; these were 
the only sweets available. 


“We had plenty of whitebait in the sea- 
son,” said Mrs. Barnard in answer to a ques- 
tion. “ We used to boil the pukekos for soup, 
and wekas for oil, then thought to be good 
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for rheumatics. I remember much of the 
early shipping. There was the ‘John Bul- 
lock,’ — two hundred tons — the schooner 
‘Anne,’ the ‘Sturt,’ the steamers ‘Koomer- 
ang,’ ‘Ringaroma,’ and ‘Moa ’—the last was 
a paddle steamer. The sailing vessel ‘Isa- 
bella Jackson’ (Captain Watson) was lost 
after leaving Kaiapoi. My brothers saw her 
clear the bar, and then came home. A 
few hours later, a man on the Amberley 
beach noticed a ship in full sail some dis- 
tance out, but after a short interval was 
surprised when there was no sight of any- 
thing on the sea. It was thought that she 
turned turtle shortly after the man saw her. 
No trace of the ‘Isabella Jackson’ was ever 
found. However the shipping trade gradually 
died away, killed, I think, by the railways 
and more recently, the motor-vehicles.” 


At the time of writing Mrs. Barnard lives 
in Charles Street. Two children live in 
Kaiapoi—Ralph and Florence (Mrs. E. Bris- 
tow). Another daughter, Elma (Mrs. Les. 
Wylie), lives in the North Island. 
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"THOMAS BLACKBURN arrived in Lyttel- 

ton in the early fifties. The family lived 
in tents at Felton’s Ferry for some time, the 
conditions being primitive in the extreme. 
Mr. Blackburn constructed a bed-stead from 
the trunks of cabbage trees and placed it in 
the tent, the children sleeping on toi-toi and 
fern under the bed-stead. One night the 
children narrowly escaped suffocation when 
the structure collapsed. 


The Blackburns lived for some time in 
Ohoka Road and later removed to Sneyd 
Street. ‘There, Mr. Blackburn built the 
frame work of a house, and, deceived by the 
long spell of fine weather, roofed the build- 
ing with hessian. Heavy rain then forced 
him to replace the hessian with corrugated 
iron, but, ignorant of the technique of plac. 
ing the iron, Mr. Blackburn drove the nails 
through the low corrugations, and the roof 
leaked like a sieve. However, the trouble was 
later rectified. Both Mr. Blackburn and his 
wife resided in Sneyd Street until their 
deaths. 


William Blackburn came out with his par- 
ents and though only nine years of age had 
already worked for over two years in a fac- 
tory near Manchester. He was employed at 
the brick works on the North Road about a 
quarter of a mile south of Kaiapoi, and 
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when older helped in the hauling of timber 
from Church Bush. He worked also on Mr. 
R. Evans’ road contracts as far as Cust. Mr. 
Biackburn lived for many years at Clark- 
ville but later moved to Kaiapoi and was 
employed at the Woollen Mills. He died in 
1933. Well known in Kaijiapoi, his children 
are: Williarn, Jchn, and Charles, Andrew 
(killed in the Great War), Gordon, George, 
Fred, Mrs. Cowley, Mrs. Hide, and Mrs. 
Waters. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A LADY RESIDENT. 


rT REMEMBER Cameron’s Mill in the old 

days. My father used to take his wheat 
there, and sometimes took me with him. I 
can recollect the huge wheel splashing round 
and a fine mist from the churning water 
hanging between the trees. In the morning 
sunshine there was always a rainbow there 
and on one particular morning a fantail was 
flitting to and fro through the bright bow. 
To my young mind, the lovely little bird 
seemed to be dashing in and out of the 
gates of Paradise.” 
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CHARLES BRIGHTING was the son of a 

London boot manufacturer and arrived 
in New Zealand as a youth. He started a 
boot business in Peraki Street, but later 
moved to Charles Street, where the business 
continued until his death. Mr. Brighting re- 
tained his residence in Peraki Street, his 
wife being a daughter cf Mr. Hayman, a 
member of the Police Force. 


It is related that, during the 1887 flood, 
Mr. Brighting built a raft in order to take 
hot drink and food to his neighbours, the 
Brighting home being the only storied house 
in the street. After several successful voy- 
ages the craft suddenly collapsed, throwing 
Mr. Brighting and his son Herbert into the 
muddy torrent. 


Mr. Brighting was of a most genial dis- 
position, a popular officer in the Fire Brig- 
ade, and a Borough Councillor. 

Only one member of the Brighting family 


(Mrs, Lee Oram) remains in Kaiapoi at the 
time of writing. 
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JEDWIN BATE arrived in Kaiapoi during 

the early days of the settlement and 
later married a Miss Sellars. He was a coun- 
cillor for a period. His family have ail left 
Kaiapoi, but were at one time well known 
in the town. Peter, “Judd,” William, Jack, 
and Walter, the last being a fine bandsman, 
were some of Mr. Bate’s children. 


Mr. Peter Bate, a brother of Edwin, is said 
to have come to New Zealand in search of 
him. It is related that on the voyage out 
an albatross fell on the ship’s deck, and 
owing to its injured state was killed and 
skinned, two muffs being made from the 
breast feathers. One of these was until 
quite recently in the possession of Mrs. 
Frank White (a daughter). A painter and 
decorator, Mr. Peter Bate is said to have 
travelled to Otira and Kaikoura in connec- 
tion with his work. Both these trips were 
rough and difficult in those times. 


Mr. Bate died in 1931, his wife having pre- 
deceased him in 1928. Their children were: 
Winnie (Mrs. F. White), Orthus, Lawrence, 
Amy, and Edward. 
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MRS. RICHARD BAKER is a daughter of 

Joseph Keetley, iron founder who oper- 
ated an iron works in Peraki Street. At the 
age of four years Mrs. Baker with her par- 
ents landed from the ship “Mystery” in 
March, 1859, and came on to Christchurch 
as they had been told that the houses in 
Lyttelton were mere pigstyes. The family 
came up the Heathcote in a small vessel and 
had to walk four miles to Christchurch, an 
unknown lady giving the children something 
to eat on the way. Recalling her childhood, 
Mrs. Baker says: ‘The Maoris used to per- 
form hakas near the present site of the 
Woollen Mills. The Keetley and other child- 
ren were sometimes invited to Mr. Sneyd’s 
home and were allowed to eat their fill of 
strawberries from the first three rows only. 
On other occasions they picnicked at Bully 
White’s when the peaches were ripe. The 
trees were laden,’ continued Mrs. Baker, 
“and large quantities were fed to the pigs. 
We had to make our own fun in those days. 
To make marbles we used to get clay, roll 
it in our hands, and afterwards bake it on 
a fire. Cricket balls we made from flax.” 


Mrs. Baker recalled an incident of her 
school days at Mathews’: “A Hayman boy 
got into mischief and his father, one of the 
first policemen stationed here, locked the 
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youngster up in a prison cell. We children 
went over in body to demand his release, 
but Mr. Hayman looked so fierce that we 
ran for our lives.” 


When the men went to the gold-diggings, 
there was a shortage of labour and two of 
the Keetley girls (Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Has- 
sall) assisted in the iron-works, Mrs. Baker 
says that they made the railway gates for 
the Malvern line. 


Most of Mrs. Baker’s married life was 
spent near the Woollen Mills, her husband 
being a trusted servant of the K.W.C. 


s * * * 


EORGE BROADLEY and his family were 
passengers from England on the ship 
“Surat,” which was wrecked in 1873 on 
a reef near the mouth of the Catlins River. 
The passengers were subsequently rescued 
by a French warship. The Broadleys resided 
in the south for some time before coming 
to Kajiapoi. Walter, Charles, Alfred, and 
James, the last-named surviving at the time 
of writing, have been prominent residents of 
Kaiapoi. 
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‘FF BUTT — ship “Herefordshire,” 1879 — 

* had been preceded by his brother James 
in the 60’s, the latter being a widely-known 
bridge builder, who constructed White’s 
Bridge, the “cutting” on Coutts Island, and 
the main bridge in Kaiapoi. Mr. F. Butt 
assisted with the two last named, and to- 
gether with Mr. Ayres, plastered the abut- 
ments of the Kaiapoi structure. He had a 
narrow escape from drowning during the 
Coutts Island contract, being rescued from 
the river with some difficulty. The parents 
of these two brothers also came out on the 
“Herefordshire,” and lived in Akaroa Street 
in a house prepared for them. The mother 
was a sister of Mrs, James Baker (“Cressy”). 
The daughters married Mr. George Alfred 
Ellen and Mr. George Geering. 

Mr. James Butt was engaged in the hard- 
ware business for some years, but moved to 
Cheviot, and his brother Fred died recently 
at Belfast. 
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JAMES BALL was born at Upton, Hamp- 

shire, and arrived in Kalapoi about 1877. 
He worked for Mr. Parnham and later at 
Hayward’s, Clarkville. Died 1914. His child- 
ren were Anne, Charles, William, Elizabeth, 
Isaac, Edward, Ellen, John, and Tryphena 
(Mrs. Mealings). 
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MES. T. G BLACKWELL was a daughter 

of Mr. George Vogeler, of Sneyd Street? 
and is best remembered presiding behind 
the counter of her husband’s shop on the 
corner of Hilton and High Streets. She haa 
a charming way with children and the 
writer has a clear recollection of her sweet 
smile and delightful conversation, seeming 
at once to turn the little shop into a wonder- 
land. There was 2 bran tub near the coun- 
ter, which had the amazing power of pro- 
ducing from its depths the very toy which 
one desired. The writer now suspects that 
Mrs. Blackwell was the good fairy who first 
subtly ascertained the wants of her little 
customers before immersing the desired toy 
in the bran. During her long residence in 
Kaiapoi Mrs. Blackwell was the good angel 
of the town, visiting the sick and comforting 
those in trouble. She survived her husband 
by some years. 


* * " * 


JAMES BRYDEN, J.P., was born in Ayr- 
shire, Scotland, and came tc New Zez#- 
land in 1879, but did not reside in Kaiapoi 
until 1906. Mr. Bryden had three terms on 
the Borough Council and served on other 
local bodies. He is @ member of the Rifle 
Club and an expert shot. His two sons are 
Mr. Frank and Dr. W. Bryden. 
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EORGE GORDON BYRON was prob- 

ably best known in the Kaiapoi district 
as roadman in the employ of the Eyreton 
Road Board. His witty and genial conversa- 
tion made him popular with everyone; his 
care of the roads and other matters under 
his charge reflected credit on him at all 
times. 


Mr. Byron was born in London, and came 
to Wellington in the early days of that 
settlement. During his life, he used to re- 
late that his wife was much alarmed by the 
Wellington natives entering their home in 
order to gaze into a very fine mirror which 
the family had brought out from England. 
There were constant calls by the Maoris 
wishing to grimace before this wonder, and 
this annoyance was partly responsible for 
the Byron family coming to Canterbury. 


Mr. Byron was employed for some time as 
“striker” at the Andersen’s smithy in Charles 
Street. He became a firm friend of Mr. J. 
Simms, the well-known merchant of Kaia- 
poi’s early days. Mr. Byron died in 1918. 
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ME- —, BENNETT arrived in the “Cressy” 

and was employed about Kaiapoi on 
various works for improvement of the settle- 
ment. He died in the late fifties. A son, 
William, was a pit sawyer in the Church 
Bush. Another son, Steven, came to New 
Zealand with his father and was employed 
at Ellen’s fellmongery at Askeaton until 
1880, when he was taken on the staff of 
the Kaiapoi Woollen Mills. He died in 1935. 


% * x * 


(CHARLES BENNETT, 2 son of Steven 

Bennett, is a South African War veteran, 
and is well known in Kaiapoi as an enthus- 
iastic Volunteer, a church worker, and lodge 
official. 


* u * * 


W. BLAKELEY, born March, 1861. He 
*arrived in New Zealand with his parents 


in July, 1880. He was for many years organ- - 


ist of St. Bartholomew’s Church in Kaiapoi, 
band master of the Kaiapoi Brass Band, and 


also acted as bugler for the Volunteers. He 


was for many years Carding Foreman of the 
night shift at the Kaiapoi Woollen Mills. 
Later he followed the profession of music 
teacher, 
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ABRAHAM BLAKELEY, son of Reuben 

Blakeley, has given his services freely to 
Kaiapoi over a great many years. He was 
organist at the Methodist Church, and con- 
ductor of orchestral societies. A son, Mr. 
Austin Blakeley, is a well known Kaiapoi 
business man. 


- x * 


R BLAKELEY, born Batley, Yorkshire, 

*Hngland, May 8th, 1834. Was organist 
for many years of the Methodist Zion 
Chapel of this town, and composer of many 
anthems and hymns for Sunday School An- 
niversary Services. He left England with 
Mrs. Blakeley, one daughter and two sons, 
in April, 1880, in the ship “ Mallowdale,” 
arriving in Port Chalmers after a voyage of 
only ninety-seven days. From there he went 
to Timaru and five months later moved to 
Kaiapoi, taking up the position of organist 
at the Wesleyan Methodist Church, devoting 
much time to, the composition of church 
music and anthems. As a music teacher, 
conductor of bands, and a composer of glee 
tunes he was a definite asset to Kaiapai. 
He died on April 1st, 1904 
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CHARLES BROCKELBANK emigrated from 
Lincolnshire, England, in 1874, arriving 
at Lyttelton with his wife and three child- 
ren in the ship “Rakaia.” After a stay in 
“immigrant barracks” the family came to 
Kaiapoi and the parents secured a2 position 
as married couple with Mr. E. Parnham. 


Some years later Mr. Brockelhank bought 
a small acreage at Hassall’s Ford, where he 
had lived while in Mr. Parnham’s service. 


A mere modern house was placed on the 
property, and there the family grew up, the 
parents remaining in the home until Mr. 
Brockelbank’s death in 1917. His widow sur- 
vived him by nine years. In Canterbury the 
compiler of this book is the only surviving 
member of the original family, but there 
are several grandchildren of the pioneer liy- 
ing in Kaiapoi. 


GUPERVISING the removal of river spoil, 
deposited by a drag-line, Mr. Len Mc- 
Allister picked up a ring which he had lost 
in the river during the Great War, over 20 
years previously. The trinket was embedded 
in a small portion of mud left after thou- 
sands of cubic yards had been shifted. 
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ALFRED TURNER BRUNDELL in a diary 
writes:— “I married and departed 
with my better half to Canterbury, New 
Zealand. We embarked at the East India 
Docks in the ship “Wm. Hyde” on the 12th 
October, 1851, and landed at Lyttelton on 
5th February, 1852. In May, 1855, Mr. Wm. 
Denne asked me to go mates with him as a 
sawyer to Kaiapoi Maori Bush as there were 
a pair of sawyers there whom he knew.” 


To get to Kaiapoi he says: “I arrived at 
the River and the Ferry Boat, paid my fare, 
and went onward to the North Branch of 
the Waimak. where there was a ferry where 
the bridge now stands. Kaiapoi township 
was just formed then. The Government gave 
it the name of Gladstone but the public 
would not acknowledge it. They were deter- 
mined to keep the Maori name. On I went 
and I saw two houses with a patch of bush 
attached, but a river, the Cam, divided them 
from me. I little thought then that I should 
be the owner of a 20-acre section between 
them. The two houses belonged to Mr. 
Sydey and Mr. Welch. The Maori Bush was 
further on and I eventually found my mates. 
The scene before me was new and novel and 
I was about to commence a new era in our 
married life. I now became a bushman and 
had to learn the mysteries of the bush from 


4Above—Mr. and Mrs. James Baker. Ship “‘ Cressy,”’ 1850. 
Belou—Mrs. Henry Revell at “* Korotueka.”’ 
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wood-splitting to shingle-splittinge.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Brundell both lived to be 
over 70, leaving when they died one son, 
Mr. H. A. Brundell, and two daughters, Mrs. 
C, Young and Mrs. W. Milligan. 


* * * * 


THE older generation remembers DAVID 

BROWN as being in business in the old 
Middleton Hotel building subsequent to that 
establishment losing its licence. A provision 
business was carried on in the front part of 
the building, and a billiard saloon was con- 
ducted in the rear portion. It may be of 
' interest to mention that the local brass band 
2 held practice in @ room adjacent to the 
billiard room. 

The Middleton Hotel site is now covered 
by the buildings of Blackwells Ltd. 

Mr. Brown’s father was a wheelwright and 
assisted at Baker and Kirk’s smithy in 
Raven Street, about two chains west of High 
Street. 

Mr. Reg. Brown, the well-known Christ- 
church city councillor, is a son of Mr. David 
Brown, and Gus, another son, has spent the 
greater part of his life in America, where 
he still resides. 

Mrs. Geo. Begg (nee Estelle Brown) is a 
daughter. 
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LIAM BURNIP arrived. in Canterbury 
in the early fifties and for some time 
worked in partnership with Mr. Chas. Oram 
in Church Bush, the timber being cut by the 
pit-saw method. This was floated down the 
Cam River to Kaiapoi. 

Mr. Burnip was a foundation member of 
the Ariel (ater named Cure) Rowing Club. 
The champion crew comprised R. M. and J. 
Wright, W. Burnip, and R. H. Matthews. 
Mr Buraip became a successful hotel-Keeper 
and Mr. Jack Jones in his reminiscences of 
early sport speaks of football dinners held 
at Burnip’s (Middleton) Hotel. Mr. Jones 
remarks that the dinners were the financial 
concern of the losers of the match. 

Commenting on the death of Mr. Burnip 
many years ago, the “Lyttelton Times” says: 
“Be was a helpful friend to his comrades 
and a man of such genial character as to 
have the respect and esteem of all with 
whom he came in contact.” 

A son, Mr. J. Burnip, lives in Kaiapoi, and 
a daughter, Mrs. F. J. Taylor, resides at the 
Pines at the time of writing. 
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HOMAS CAPIL arrived in the “fifth ship” 
the “Castle of Hden,” 1851. His son Ed- 
ward is said to have been the first white 
child born in Kaiapoi, but this is not cer- 
tain. “Ted,” as he was known, was a man 
of strength and energy, and some fantastic 
tales have been told of his speed in potato 
digging and other arduous occupations. The 
writer saw Mr, Capil fill a dray with shingle 
in the same time as two men filled another, 
and this when he was well over sixty. Mr. 
Capil still resides in Peraki Street, where 
the greater part of his life has been spent. 
Mr. John Capil, another son of the pioneer, 
at one time lived in Kaiapoi. 


* * a * 


[tT is related cf Mr. H. R. Butcher that 

during a heavy flood in the Eyre River, 
he had instructed his sons to work their 
hardest to save the threatened stock of 
wocl, and then, the day being Sunday, had 
hurried to Clarkville to take a church ser- 
vice. He was rather taken aback to find 
that: the first lesson set for him contained 
the Ten Commandments. Mr. Butcher was 
equal to the occasion and adroitly skipped 
the passage forbidding work on the Sab- 
bath Day. 
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WiLtramM CATTERMOLE arrived in the 

“Lady Nugent” in 1851. An enthusiastic 
gardener, he brought a box of seeds and gar- 
den tools with him, of which a rake is still 
cherished by the family. Mr. Cattermole 
was the first farmer to grow peas on tie 
Ashley Downs. Moving to Kaiapoi he con- 
tinued his gardening and on one occasion 
was much puzzled by a new plant grown 
from seed sent to him from England. Dr. 
Overdon was able to identify the plant as 
the tomato. Mr. Cattermole died about 1880. 
His son John engaged in farm work, and 
also worked for Mr. R. Evans. He retired to 
Kaiapoi before his death. Mr. John Catter- 
mole’s children living in Kaiapoi at the time 
of writing are: Mrs. Blackburn, Mrs. Capil, 
and Mr. Ben Cattermole. 


x * * * 


URING the Great War, a Kaiapoi concert 

party was giving a programme in 4 
country hall. Mr. Reg. Brown, a member of 
the “circle,” was laughing very heartily at 
some joke of a “corner-man” when the 
legs of his chair slipped off the back edge 
of the improvised stage, and Mr. Brown dis- 
appeared in s cloud of dust. Luckily the 
popular Reg. was none the worse for his 
fall, 
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A. T. CLARK came to New Zealand in 1860 
ane as a wool sorter was employed at 

J. ENen’s Works at Askeaton, these works 

Nae oe downstream from Kaiapoi. He 

S perhaps best remembered as 

the Woollen Milis. Rete 


It is interesting to record that Mr. Clark’ 
brother was the first schoolmaster in EL. 
boi and preceded Mr. Mathews. A keen fire- 
man, Volunteer, and Bandsman, Mr. A. T 
Clark was naturally ver? well known. " He 
married a sister of Mr. Richard Moore 
Sa the well-known politician. He left a 

aughter and two sons, Ed.th, 

Se pies dith, Fred and A. 


* * * * 


padre iat to ee proposed at a Kaia- 
poi social gathering recently, th 

of Christchurch (Mr. Acdece aie 
used to be a schoolmaster, and remember on 
one occasion asking the children what Kaia- 
poi was noted for. Naturally expecting the 
answer, ‘Woollen Goods,’ I was surprised 
when one youngster said, ‘Tuppenny beers 
sir,’ I had heard, of course, that ale was 
retailed cheaply here in the old days, but 
had no idea that the circumstance had put 
Kaiapoi on the map.” 
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James CLARKE left Northern Ireland 
and arrived in Kaiapoi in the early sixties. 
He was an expert well sinker and many 
wells in use at present were driven by Mr. 
Clarke. 

With three sons assisting he became wide- 
ly known as a contractor for the removal 
and renovation of houses. The black pine 
frames were re-covered with new weather 
boards and linings and many buildings so 
treated are still in good condition. In later 
years Mr. Clarke’s father, William Clarke, 
also came to Kaiapoi. 


Messrs. James, William, Sam, and Gordon 
are perhaps the better known of the pioneer’s 
sons, and two daughters, Mrs. J. Rice and 
Mrs, J. Borrell, reside in the town. 

Fa] Fd * * 


ROBABLY the largest eel ever caught in 
the streams of the Kaiapoi district was 
landed by Mr. Archie Gray near the Swing 
Bridge in 1924; The eel weighed 32 pounds 
and when hung up measured the height oi 
an average man. 


! 
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JF,PWARD CLOTHIER was an early settler 

in Clarkville and had his home on the 
corner of the “Island” Road—now usually 
referred to as Clarkville Road and Smalley’s 
Road. 


He died in the Christchurch MHospita) 
while still a young man and it is known that 
his wife used to walk from Clarkville to 
Christchurch to see her sick husband. 


A son, Mr. Ben Clothier, hos resided in 
the North Road settlement, Kaiapoi, for 
many years. Born in 1862, Mr. Clothier has 
memories of Clarkville’s early days when 
the farming methods were of a most prim.- 
tive character. 


He was associated for a great many sea- 
sons with Messrs Holland and Giles’ thresh- 
ing mill and saw the gradual improvement 
from the portable engine and horse drawn 
plant to the fast, modern machine. 
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PURING the Crimean War of 1854, WIL- 

LIAM COUP, with his family, left 
England in the ship “Merchantman,” and 
on his arrival here tovuk up land extending 
from Ohoka Road to VUlarkville. Some little 
time after the death of his wife in 1868 Mr. 
Coup embarked on the wool ship “Glen- 
mark” bound for England but subsequent 
to her departure from Lyttelton nothing was 
ever heard of the vessel. Two sons remained 
in Kaiapoi, Mr. George giving the family 
name to Coup’s Terrace. The other son, 
Robert, was a shareholder in the reconstruc- 
tion of the Kaiapoi Woollen Coy. and also 
had extensive farming interests. He was an 
excellent marksman and descendants still 
retain his trophies won in competitions. The 
following anecdote is related of Mr. Coup: 
He was a keen member of the school com- 
mittee and while on his way to a meeting 
one dark night, was hurled into a ditch by 
a cyclist riding on the footpath in Peraki 
Street. The victim mentioned the matter ta 
the police and, setting a trap a few nights 
later, the constable’s first catch on the foot- 
path was not Mr. Coup’s assailant but his 
son Arthur. 
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HN DUNN was born in Porlock, Somer- 
* set. A stonemason by trade, Mr. Dunn 
worked on the arching of the Lyttelton tun- 
nel, the building of the Cathedral, Museum, 
and other buildings. His children were Rob- 
ert, Walter, and Ellen (Mrs Taylor, Cheviot). 
The Rev. Raven is said to have been a fel- 
low passelger of Mr. Dunn’s. 


* * » * 


ROBERT DUNN was a borough councillor 

of Kaiapoi for eighteen years, and a 
Harbour Board member for nine years, sery- 
ing also on the Fire Board and the Schovl 
Committee. He was a pioneer week-erd 
resident at the Pines. One daughter, Mrs. 
Cattermole, lives in Kaiapoi, and a brother, 
Walter, lives in retirement in Charles Street. 


Since writing the above, Mr. Dunn has 
passed away at his home in Sewell Street. 


4] 
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OSEPH and THOMAS DRABBLE came 

to New Zealand in the ship “British 
Crown” and settled in Kaiapoi. In later 
years these pioneers used to recall that land 
near the town was for sale at 6/- per acre. 
Joseph subsequently worked for Moore and 
Evans, Thomas conducting a coal business 
at the railway station. In a recent conversa- 
tion Mr. J. Drabble of Sneyd Street recount- 
ed some early incidents. “My father,” he 
said, “was helping to load the ‘Kestrel’ with 
wheat and when carrying it aboard fell, 
with his bag, into the river. George McAlis- 
ter dived in and brought the old Dad out, 
and Captain Taylor stripped off and plunged 
in after the wheat.” 

Speaking of his own childhood Mr Drabble 
said: “We used to live up the North Road 
towards Woodend, and one day I found 2 
skull in Moody’s sandhills. Our people were 
having dinner when I got home, and [I 
dumped the skull on the table. I was proud 
of my find but all I got out of it was a pair 
of boxed ears.” 


The parents of the two pioneer brothers 
also spent the latter years of their lives in 
Kaiapoi. 


i 
i 
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PERCY EDMONDS was a son of George 

Edmonds, who arrived in Lyttelton in 
1864. The former was born while his parents 
were in quarantine, the family moving to 
Kaiapoi a little later. As a boy Mr. Edmonds 
attended Mathew’s school, and, his school- 
ing days over, began work at the Woollen 
Mills where he was employed for over fifty 
years. He was a very fine footballer, gain- 
ing representative honours, and he retained 
his interest in the game throughout his life. 
A man of genial temperament, Mr. Edmonds 
was universally liked, and though he was 
an invalid during the last years of his life 
he had a bright smile for all his friends and 
acquaintances. 


* * * * 


EORGE ALFRED ELLEN was born at 
Baaham, Kent, and came to Kaiapoi 
about 1878. Mr. Ellen was an ardent Church 
and Sunday Schooi worker. A lover of music, 
his family orchestra was in demand for 
Socials and concerts. The children were 
Horace, Blanche (Mrs. Cory), Estelle (Mrs. 
Evans), Frank, Alice, Myra, Ralph, Gladys, 
Katie (Mrs, Gullet), and Doris, 
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JOHN and ROBERT HARPER arrived in 
New Zealand by the “Royal Stuart” in 
1854, a third brother, James, following some 
years later. For some time John operated a 
carrying service by bullock team from the 
crossing at Courtney (now Empire Bridge) 
to Eyreton. 

A son of James Harper had a blacksmith’s 
shop nearly opposite Carew Street. 

Robert had two sons, David and Arthur. 
Arthur (“Arts”) was an expert angler. He 
resided for most of his life in Ohoka Road. 

David also lived in Kaiapoi, his two 
daughters being Sister Harper and Mrs. Jim 
Thompson. 


* £ %* * 


BENJAMIN AND MRS. HEALD came to 

New Zealand by the “Egmont,” ar- 
riving at Wellington in 1855. They had been 
married only six months before sailing from 
England, Mr. Heald went to Auckland later 
to make the bell for the first Parliament 
House. For some time they lived up the 
Camside, and then took a farm at Ohoka. 
Mr. Heald died leaving a young family, but 
Mrs. Heald lived to. with three months of 
her 100th birthday. Their children were Mrs. 
John Bradley, Mr. Wm. Heald, Mr. Edmund 
Heald, and Mrs. H. A. Brundell. 
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JAMES HOLLAND arrived in New Zealand 
on the Ship “Mermaid,” 1868, and was 
for a time employed by Mr. Marmaduke 
Dixon. In the early ’70’s Mr. Holland pur- 
chased the farm property now occupied by 
the Kaiapoi Freezing Works. The area was 
originally owned by a Mr. Lock, the name 
Lock’s Point” being given to the point of 
land at the confluence of the north and 
south branches of the Waimakariri. Mr 
Holland retained the property until it was 
purchased by the Freezing Company. 


A son (also James) tells th i 
e following, as 
related by Mr. R. H. Matthews many years 
ago: 
“On a small area o i mi 
: pposite ‘“ Askeaton,” 
known in the old days as ‘Harris’ Island,’ 
an illicit spirit still operated, and cask whis- 
from the “plant” was periodically taken 
Oa Christchurch hotel. The valuable and 
potent liquor was cleverly concealed in the 
gar ang oes of firewood and tipped 
e hote ard i i 
Biaicne y without arousing sus- 
Though living elsewhere, the 
; ; ioneer’ 
ss ae ay Patan waists here and = reeks 
, Mrs. J. O'Neil, has i 
in eine resided permanently 
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MES. JOHNSON arrived in the late ’70’s 
on the ship “Hurunui” and made her 
home in Kaiapoi. Her family of four sons 
and six daughters became the centre of the 
musical and cultural life of the town. Their 
names were Tom, Cam, Alf, Jim, and the 
daughters who married later, Mesdames 
Leithead, Perrot, Parnham, Wilson, Pashby, 
and Burrows, are well remembered by pres- 
ent elderly residents. 

Some members of the family are mention- 
ed elsewhere in this volume, and it is inter- 
esting to record that Miss Zena Johnson, a 
great-grandchild of the pioneer lady, is now 
frequently heard in the children’s sessions 
of the radio programmes. The picturesque 
Johnson home in Otaki Street is occupied 
and still in good order. 


* * * * 


psAvw HENEY left Belfast, Ireland, in 

1859. The voyage out was marred by an 
outbreak of scarlatina on the ship. Mr. 
Heney was a “handy man” and assisted in 
building the first Pier Hotel and other pre- 
mises. The better known of his children in 
Kaiapoi were Tom (carrier), David (caterer) 
and Mrs. Barnard. Mr. Heney died at Cust 


in 1898. 


ees (Kereta 
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CAPTAIN JOHNSON was born in Stock- 
holm, Sweden, and came to New Zealand 
as a young man. He was “skipper” of vari- 
ous vessels trading to Kaiapoi and owned by 
Mr. Simms. Captain Johnson was a typical 
Jolly seaman and was a well-known figure 
in Kaiapoi. during the shipping era. He lost 
his life somewhere off Motunau Island while 
bringing a fishing launch to Lyttelton. (The 
ee not heard of again.) 
S home was in Charles S j 
and daughter still residing eee aa ais 


* * * x 


NDREW JOHNSTON arrived at Port 
, Chalmers on the ship “Maria Band ” in 
874 and after some service with the Mos- 
giel Woolien Coy. came to the Kaiapoi Mitts 
eee for forty years the Position of 
Sema sta ne father came to New 
ater and lost his li i 
in the Cam River. So eee 
A son, Mr. John Johnston, is i 
~ Son, M1 ; is at the tim 
bien filling his late father’s eoeition. Ma 
: e Kaiapoi Mills. Mr. Johnson died in 1938 
ioe in his useful life filled many offices 
n various Societies and clubs in the town 
agotnet ot his children identified with Kaia. 
rs. Geering, Mrs. Fr j 
and Mrs. A. Purdie, greg ecg 
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MBS. JOSLEN, who died this year, was 

probably the best-known and esteemed 
resident of Sneyd Street, having lived there 
for well over half a century. 

She arrived with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith, in the early sixties. Though 
shy of publicity, Mrs, Joslen was universally 
liked for her neighbourly kindness and 
happy. disposition. 

A brother, Mr. Chas. Smith, was a well- 
known fisherman, who camped at Kairaki 
and rowed up to the town as occasion de- 
manded. 

In earlier years Mr. Smith was an engine- 
driver, and the writer remembers him in 
attendance on the old “portable” type of 
engine used with early threshing machines. 

Several of Mrs. Joslen’s children are liv- 
ing in or near Kaiapoi. 


* * * * 


WiLLiAM JONES, born in Wales, came to 

Lyttelton to work on the construction 
of the tunnel, but later had a farm at 
Stewarts Gully. Died at the beginning of 
the twentieth century. Mr. William Jones’s 
son John was born at Lyttelton in 1862 and 
spent most of his life in Kaiapoi. He has a 
lively recollection of early football matches 
and was a member of the Stewarts Gully 
Football Club. His children include Mées- 
dames Collister, Inwood, and Fahey. 


—E 


Edwin Parnham. 
Ship “' Glentanner,” 1857. 


Cup won by Joseph Keetley, 
Produce Section, A. & P. Show, 1867. 
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JOSERH KEETLEY (ship “Mystery,” 1859) 
operated an iron-works in Peraki Street 
on the site now known as Keetley’s Corner. 


It seems difficult to realise today that this 


foundry ever existed, but in the early days 
six fires roared in the brick building close 
to the Peraki Street railway crossing. There, 
the first iron ploughs were made, side deliv- 
eries were asSembled, innumerable harrows 
were constructed, and horses shod. The busi- 
ness having faded out, Mr. Thomas Keetley, 
a son, used the building as a blacksmith’s 
shop, and it continued so until the general 
use of motor-vehicles forced it out of exist- 
ence. Nothing now remains of that old-time 
hive of industry except a miserable board 
bearing the legend, ‘“ Keetley’s Corner,” a 
poor monument indeed to the strenuous ef- 
forts of those toilers of long ago. 
Ey * * * 
HARLES LOUIS as a lad deserted his 
ship and lived in or about Kaiapoi for 
the remainder of his life. A native of France, 
Mr. Louis was an excellent cook, and it is 
related that a member of a threshing mach- 
ine crew complained of his cooking, but Mr. 
Louis, being of powerful physique, confront- 
ed the finicky one and demanded that he 
eat or take the consequences, The man ate. 
Mrs. Ben. Cattermole is a daughter of Mr, 
Louis. 
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; vs 
LYNSKEY was one of Kaiapol 
Nee copuine school-teachers. ee npn 
Iso Michael Lynskey, was for a enerm 
clerk of the Court ater hgret bina ane 
Se ada aetooes of teaching and 
tena manner endeared him to his pupi a 
arr i” as the children affectionately ms 
eed te him, had a firm belief in coer 
see road to health, and the boys were all 
pee fed to do at least some simple fea « : 
eee rings or the horizontal bar. In su #4 
mar the older boys were taken by this pop ; 
eee eree to “Lock’s Point,” and instructe 
in the art of swimming. . ae 
Mr. Lynskey later became e : a 
and now lives in retirement in Timaru. 


i S ago a queue 

school reunion some year 
ae a be formed to allow the a sspears 
to shake hands with their erstwhile m ; 


Other teachers in the Lynskey ee bilats 
James (for many years head” a alae = 
and Miss Annie. The latter get CS 

mfused with another lady of spans 
Ce e but a daughter of Mr. William : yn 
aeey This lady has but recently retired from 
foe protession on account of ill-health. | 
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GEORGE McALLISTER left England for 

New Zealand in the Ship “Herefordshire” 
in 1879, his father being sail-maker on the 
Ship. Mr. McAllister, senr., did not stay in 
New Zealand. 


Mr, G. McAllister later married a daughter 
of Mr. Ben. Packwood, well-known Pioneer 
contractor. He was skilled in the handling 
of yachts, his services being much in demand 
for sailing races. As @ Sailor, Mr. McAllister 
made occasional trips in the “Kestra)” when 
the vessel was short-handed, It is related 
that he rowed a small Punt from Lyttelton 
to Kaiapoi, a feat few would dare to attempt. 


A keen member of the Caledonian Society, 
Mr. McAllister is well remembered as in con- 


trol of the Society’s popular and well-man- 
aged monthly dances. 


Mr. Joseph and Mr. Len. McAllister are 
sons and Mrs. W. Hart is a daughter. Their 
father died in 1949. 


37 


52 


Old Kaiapoi 


S a young man, BENJAMIN MONK ar- 
rived in New Zealand during the year 
1858 and was later well-known as ap hotel 
keeper. He kept the hotel at Felton’s Ferry 
at the end of White’s (now Empire) Bridge, 
and it is thought that he had an interest 
in the ferry business also. Mr. Monk was 
licensee of the Sneyd Arms Hotel, a many- 
gabled building at the north end of Sneyd 
Street, and he owned the Kaikanui Hotel in 
Peraki Street, the latter having a dance hall 
attached. All these places have now disap- 
peared. 
A son, Mr. James Monk, was a well-known 


- resident who died in 1903, and a grandson, 


James Ernest, after whom Monk’s Parade at 
the Pines was named, lives on the North 
Road at the time of writing, and is well- 
known for his sporting activities. 

Mr. Ray Monk, a son of the last-named, is 
foreman carpenter at the Woollen Mills. 
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TN rile McRORIE and his wife arrived 

a eee ae 1879 but finding little 

: aiapoi. He was employ- 

ae ain ee fee aerated aie 
; interes ing in re 

a operation on a site in Ginveyiis coe me 

ill earlier times. ae 


The writer rememb 
: | ers Mr. McRori 
Stanrne oe Ph igh gicraatt of florid Cenipies or 
: a pinch of snuff bei 
thing of a novelty in Kai j sg rodsont 
t é aiapol. His snuff-b 
1S still cherished by his de r of 
i scendants. Iti 
considerable interest to st. st 
McRorie’s sister Hel aoe 
en was nurse t¢ i 
dent Roosevelt durin is i Gots 
L 8 his infancy. A r 
ee ane a Toronto paper dealt with ae 
orle’s care of the future President, 


Five daughters, Mrs. B i 
» Mrs. B. Clothier, Mrs 
car eae and the Misses Jessie, Allison pe 
en are well-known in Kaiapoi. — 
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ALEXANDER McGREGOR came to New 
Zealand in the ship “Storm Cloud” and 
took part in the Gabriel’s Gully gold rush, 
but later worked on the construction of the 
Lyttelton Tunnel, He subsequently held the 
position of ganger on the railway and took 
part in the remarkable change-over from the 
broad to narrow gauge, the line from Christ- 
church to Rangiora being altered in one day. 
Messrs. Fisher and Rinaldi were associated 
with Mr. McGregor on the railway work. He 
died in 1903. A son, George, is well-known 
as @ past fireman and superintendent of the 
local brigade. Alex. and Duncan are well- 
known ex-footballers, the latter being easily 
the foremost player of his time. In 1905, 
when with the All Blacks in England, the 
prowess of this fine footballer caused a sen- 


sation. 


| 


Nate nent analnenabita megs Lon 


wen, 


Old Kaiapoi 


KENNETH McINTOSH (ship “Mystery,” 
1859) was married on the eve of his de- 
parture from the Old Country. On arrival 
here, Mr. and Mrs. McIntosh took a position 
with the owner of “'Turner’s Run,” a huge 
area which included Ouruhia. Later, Mr 
Mcintosh had a season in the shearing 
sheds, including Glenmark and other big 
stations, the men having to walk great dis- 
tances from one station to another. Subse- 
quently the couple lived in a slab hut near 
the present golf links, the rent being three 
shillings a week, the Pioneer taking up work 
in the Maori Bush. This bush extended to 
the present Woodend Hotel, and it was near 
there that the family later took up their 
residence, costing two shillings weekly. “A 
saving,” Mrs. Mcintosh ironically remarked 
of one shilling a week.” The children, how- 
ever, were discontented on account of the 
tin in the windows, the little ones wishing 
to look out on the new view. / 


In 1867 the family moved to the Kai i 
Beach Road, where Mr. McIntosh had sare 
up Jand. About this time one “Billy Crook” 
leased a portion of the holding and signed 
a contract to fence the area, but to the 
owner’s dismay, the tenant erected a ram- 
Shackle fence, the posts being only a few 
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inches in the ground. A “crook” fence in- 
deed. 

Mr. McIntosh was an authority on breed- 
ing Clydesdale horses and acted as judge at 
various shows. He died in 1906. 

A son, Hector, also a farmer and horse 
breeder, was Mayor of Kaiapoi for a period, 
and with his brother Robert, who was Mayor 
of Rangiora, inaugurated the McIntosn 
Shield. 

Another son, Kenneth, has a clear recol- 
lection of the coaches swaying through the 
sand-dunes from the main bridge to Sewell 
Street and thence to the Pier Hotel, a right- 
of-way then existing. He has served on the 
Harbour Board and resides at the time of 
writing with his son Ken at the end of the 
Beach Road. 
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CORPORAL J. McGARRY, Royal Artillery, 

Battery W., was the holder of the Cri- 
mean, Turkish, and China medils with 
clasps. In the book “Right o’ the Line” 
(Berrey) appears the following: ‘“‘One fine 
morning, that of the 25th October, 1854, the 
enemy appeared in force in front of Bala- 
clava. All the world knows the event of that 
day—how the noble six hundred charged the 
whole: Russian Army—but all the world does 
not know that in the Turkish redoubts were 
four gallant English artillery men, D. Jen- 
kins, J. McGarry, J. Barret, and another 
named Lancaster. The Russians approached 
and the Turks fled from their lines. The 
English gunners stuck to their posts and 
spiked the guns when there was danger that 
the redoubts would be taken. Jenkins and 
McGarry received the French and Sardinian 
medals for their bravery.” On his retire- 
ment from the Army, Mr. McGarry came to 
New Zealand and lived in Kaiapoi until his 
death at the age of 78. In 1910 Lord Kit- 


‘chener shook hands with the veteran and 


publicly congratulated him upon his fine 
record. Mr. McGarry was always given a 
Place of honour in Kaiapoi’s public func- 
tions, his soldierly bearing being most notice- 
able. 


Mrs. F. Ayres, Mrs. W. Clarke, Mrs. W. 


ry 
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Orchard, and Mr. J. McGarry, children of 
the veteran, are residents of Kaiapoi. We 
are indebted to Mr. Tom Ayres, 2 grandson, 
for lending the book quoted. 


* * * * 


FTER a voyage of three months, ROBERT 
McALEER with his wife and family of 
two arrived from Ireland on the sailing ship 
“Opawa” in 1878. The family travelled over- 
land to Cust by bullock team and was ac- 
commodated in an immigrant cottage until 
a house could be built. Nearly twenty years 
later, Mr. McAleer moved to Kaiapoi, the 
family consisting of six boys and seven girls. 
Mr. McAleer was of a quiet and unassum- 
ing nature and took no part in public life. 
Some of his married daughters reside in 
Kaiapoi at the time of writing. 
® * * * 


ARRY MILES was born at Seven Oaks, 

Kent, coming to New Zealand in 1871 
and to Kaiapoi in 1886. Mr. Miles was the 
proprietor of various stables in the town, one 
being the Kaikanui stables on Ohoka Road. 
He operated a coach service to Christchurch 
and was an early taxi proprietor. His child- 
ren were Antony, Emily (Mrs. Bray), Harry, 
Lily, Frank, Edward, Huia, and Isaac (killed 
in the Great War). 
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HE NORMAN FAMILY was undoubtedly 

one of the first to settle in Kaiapoi, and 

it is known that they came out before the 
First Four Ships. 

William George Norman lived not far from 
the present site of the Woollen Mills, and 
after Some years sent for his father (also 
William Norman) and his mother. They ar- 
rived in the ship “ Minerva” in 1852. 

Mrs. Henry Storer, the only surviving 
daughter of the pioneers, states that her 
parents and grandparents were necessarily 
much in contact with the Maori people and 
helped the natives by nursing their sick, at 
the same time instilling the more hygienic 
methods of living. The Normans, father and 
son, were engaged in clerical work; the lav- 
ter kept the books of Belcher and Fair- 
weather’s transport business. Mrs. Storer 
recollects Mr. Fairweather going to the -high- 
est window of the house still in use at the 
end of the Beach Road and looking through 
a telescope in search of the “Crest.” This 
vessel was wrecked in a cave at the Akaroa 
Heads, Mr. William Belcher and Captain 
Ellis being drowned after clinging to the 
rocks for two days. Heroic but unavailing 
efforts to save the men were made by people 
in the vicinity. Mrs. William Burgess, who 
died recently, was a sister of Mrs. Storer, 
who now lives just off Sneyd Street. 
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CHAS. GRAM was 2 passenger to New Zea- 

land in the ship “Glentanner” in 1857. 
As an indication of the size of the ships of 
those years it may be mentioned that the 
“Glentanner” was of 600 tons displacement. 
A fierce storm off the Cape broke a mast 
off short, and left but half of another, and 
it was considered fortunate that the ship 
survived the ordeal. 


Mr. Oram became interested in the hotel 
business and was proprietor of the Pier 
Hoel in the coaching era. He was a patron 
of rowing, financing many regattas and trips 
by local crews to other waters. At one time 
Mr. Oram organised a very successful con- 
cert party, which collected funds for suffer- 
ers from the great fire of Lyttelton. Mrs. 
Oram was a daughter of Mr. Treleaven, one 
time owner of the Seven Mile Peg and some 
Christchurch properties. It is said that the 
Treleaven family had to make shift on their 
arrival with a lean-to placed against an 
earthen bank. While living in this impro- 
vised dwelling Mrs. Treleaven was much 
startled when a calf, slipping off the bank, 
fell through the roof. 

Mr. Oram’s sons, Lee, Harry, Lionel, 
George and Jack are well-known in the 
town. 
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The picturesque homestead of their youth 
was situated in Cass Street opposite the 
Anglican Church. 


* * * . & 


T every corner of Kaiapoi’s early history 

we meet the sturdy figure of BEN PACK- 
WOOD, hauling timber from Church Bush, 
making roads, building earthen banks, and 
draining swamps. 


The exact date of Mr. Packwood’s arrival 
is not known to the writer, but he certainly 
was in Kaiapoi during the very earliest 
years of the settlement. 


This pioneer was in his youth a man of 
great vigour and enterprise, but is now re- 
membered by elderly residents as a man in 
his declining years, engaged in hotel-keep- 
ing and other minor enterprises. Early 
sketches of the town show his bullock team, 
each animal being named. Mr. Packwood’s 
sons were once well-known in Kaiapoi, and 
@ grandson has become famous as a civil 
engineer. Mrs. George McAllister was a 
daughter of the pioneer. 
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LT 


WIN PARNHAM arrived in the ship 
EY Glentanner” during the late fifties. 
That he was a man of enterprise is evident 
in the fact that in less than twenty years 
he had acquired land holdings to the extent 


_of thousands of acres. 


In addition to the “Beach Vale” home- 
stead, Mr. Parnham had land at Clarkville, 
a large area on either side of Ohoka Road 
between the Kaiapoi Borough and Sneyd 
Street, other areas extending to Hassall’s 
Ford, and grazing farms north of Kaiapol. 

Hundreds of pigs were bred and fattened 
on the Parnham properties, and as many as 
900 cattle were sold at the market in one 
year. The sheep brand XP was well-known 
at the wool sales, the shearing being done 
at the Hassall’s Frd property. 


Large quantities of “horse” beans were 
grown, these being cut with a side-delivery 
and hand tied, though later it was found 
possible to use a reaper and binder. 


Mr. Parnham was Mayor of Kaiapoi for 
@ period and occupied other public and busi- 
ness positions, as did his sons the late Wal- 
ter and Frank. Mr. W. Parnham is at pre- 
sent living in Kaiapoi. 
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TTHOMAS PEARCE, a bricklayer, came 

from Greenwich and arrived in New Zea- 
land on the ship “Maori” in 1857. He was 
accompanied by his wife and two sons, Al- 
fred and Fredrick, and one daughter, later 
Mrs. Burnip. , 


In 1895 Mr. Alfred Pearce took over a 
hardware business in High Street, v:Lich 
since his death some years ago has been 
managed by his widow and daughter. le 
was a well-known builder, and constructed 
the Empire Bridge, Technical School, and a 
great number of private dwellings. Mr. 


Pearce was on several public bodies and - 


served as Mayor of Kaiapoi. A son, Mr. 
Herbert Pearce, is also a builder, and one of 
his most notable undertakings was the build- 
ing of the Hapuku Bridge some six or seven 
miles north of Kaikoura. The huge cylinders 
of this bridge were sunk to rock bottom and 
filled with concrete, and have already with- 
stood the onslaughts of the swift Hapuku 
River for over a quarter of a century. 


Mr. Alfred Pearce’s daughters have in the 
past distinguished themselves by their skill 
in the hockey field, and the Kaiapoi ladies’ 
Hinemoa team rose to great prominence as 
@ result of the Misses Pearces’ skilled play. 
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RS. MAURICE PHILLIPS is a daughter 

of John Barnes, who came to New Zea- 
land in the “Star of India” in 1874. The 
Barnes family lived for some time in the 
Beehive Store in Charles Street. Mr. Barnes 
died in 1908, 


Mrs. Phillips attended Matthew’s School 
a short time before it closed. She recollects 
the difficulties of early house-keeping, and 
states that her father made an oven from 
an oil drum set in clay. The family made 
candles from tallow before the advent of 
sperm candles. Mrs. Phillips remembers at 
least one lady wearing a crinoline, probably 
the last to be worn in Kaiapoi. Fresh in her 
mind is the sight of great heaps of burnt 
sugar after the great fire in High Street. 


”“ * * * 


HE first executive of the Kaiapoi Working 
Men's Club, or management committee, 
as it was then called, consisted of the fol- 
lowing gentlemen: Messrs L. J. Cox (Presi- 
dent), J. Carrington (Vice-President), W. 
Hayman (Secretary). Committee: G. M. 
Adams, F. Smith, F. Taylor, J. Warwick, S. 
Gee, H. Vogel, J. Preece, S. Goldthorpe, J. 
Stewart; C. Belcher, J, Whitehead, and J. 
Holland, 


Above-—The original K.W.M.C. premises. 
Below—The present premises of the K.W.M.C. 
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WILLIAM PUDDLE arrived at Lyttelton 

‘in the ship “Rakaia” during the year 
1875. In common with the other passengers 
his family suffered from the poor food and 
drinking water. A daughter, a child of ten 
at the time (now Mrs. W. Thurlow), had a 
narrow escape from going over-board. She 
was playing on the bulwarks and lost her 
balance, when a sailor’s strong arm saved 
her in the very act of falling. 


Mr, Puddle worked on the Parnham es- 
tates, and was caretaker of the park for a 
time. A keen Salvationist, he resided in 
Kaiapoi until his death. 


Mrs. G. Green, Mrs. J. Thompson, Mrs. 
Thurlow, and a son William are at present 
living in Kaiapoi. , 


x * * = 


"THOMAS REVELL sailed in the ship “Min- 

erva” from Plymouth on October 12th, 
1852, and arrived at Lyttelton on February 
2nd, 1853. His family of five sons and five 
daughters accompanied their mother and 
father, the sons being William Horton, Ed- 
ward, John, Henry, and Thomas. The daugh- 
ters, who married later were: Mrs. Higgens, 
Mrs. Henry Torlesse, Mrs. H. D. Macferson, 
Mrs. Arthur Ellis, and Mrs. Danvers, 
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The male members of the family came at 
once to Kaiapoi and built a house on “oro- 
tueka,” @ property near the confluence of 
the Cam and Eyre Rivers. The name Koro- 
tueka was derived from a creek on the prop- 
erty, now little more than a depression. The 
land was bought by Mr. Revell in England 
from the New Zealand Company. 


The Rev. Raven’s bullock team is said to 
have transported the Revell family to their 
new home at Kaiapoi. Maori people on fish- 
ing expeditions frequently camped near the 
homestead and the family became quite 
conversant with the native language. 

Mr. William Horton Revell was appointed 
as warden in the Hokitika Gold District, 
his name being perpetuated in Revell Street, 
Hokitika. 

Mr. Henry followed farming, and Edward 
was secretary to the Waimakariri Harbour 
Board for many years. Mr. H. Revell, son 
of Mr. Henry Revell, has been Mayor of 
Kaiapoi and has filled with distinction many 
public positions. He still occupies the home- 
stead. 

Toward the end of her life the original 
Mrs. Revell had Mafeking Bridge construct- 
ed and presented it to the Borough Council 


Old Kaiapoi 


NATIVE of Jersey, EDWARD RINALDI 
followed the sea and was engaged in the 
transport Service to the Crimean War before 
coming to New Zealand with his wife and 
ae on the ship “Egmont” in the year 
On arrival in Canterbury he secured a 
position as foreman for Mr. E. J. Wright, 
who built the first Rangiora-Ashley bridge 
and the Rangitata bridge. 

A son, Mr. S. Rinaldi, has a fine watch 
made in 1842 which was given to his father 
by Mr. Wright. The pioneer was also a fore- 
man on the West Coast road construction 
and often used to relate that one of his 
men returned from the diggings with £3000 
worth of gold. Mr. Rinaldi was later em- 
ployed on railway maintenance, and contin- 
ued this work until his retirement. 


* * * * 


N. C. ROBILLIARD was for many years a 

watchmaker and jeweller in Kaiapoi, 
but later moved to Ashburton. A son, Mr. 
E. Robilliard, is an accomplished flautist, 
and assisted in the musical life of Kaiapoi 
many years ago. Another son, Fred, was in- 
terested in sport and football. Mrs. George 
ee is a daughter of Mr. N. C. Robil- 
ard, — 
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SAAC SAUNDERS: Mrs. Barnard has sup- 

plied the history of Isaac and Mrs. Saun- 
ders. This couple left England just 100 years 
ago (1841) and for some time lived in Aus- 
tralia. Mr. Saunders preceded his wife to 
New Zealand by about a year, and landed 
at Picton, finding his way to Kaiapoi a little 
later. The Saunders’ home was not a great 
distance from the Heney homestead, and 
they too carried on with dairy-farming. Mrs. 
Barnard states that Mrs. Saunders imported 
a sausage machine, and the first cooking 
range in Kaiapoi. 

They had about a hundred sheep at one 
period, but a tidal wave came across she 
sandhills and drowned nearly all. Mrs. Bar- 
nard recollects the men boiling the deaa 
sheep for the tallow. 

Mrs. Saunders regularly visited Kaiapoi, 
driving “Farmer” the bullock in a dray, and 
her dog “Lion” walking behind. On the 1e- 


- turn journey on one occasion, the dray and 


stores capsized into a deep drain, and “Far- 
mer” and Mrs, Saunders were rescued by 
the Heney boys. “Lion,” however, guarded 
the stores so fiercely that they had to he 
left until Mr. Saunders arrived. 

In later years the couple moved into a 
new cottage on the North Road. At the gate 
was an arch of whale-bone which Mr Saun- 
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ders had found on the beach, givi 

i » giving th 
name Whalebone Cottage” to the nous as 
long as it existed. The bones now (1941) 
stand in the Kaiapoi Domain. 


s * * * 


ENRY STILES arrived in the late ’70’s 

and Spent most of his working life with 
Edwin Parnham, He retired to Ashburton 
some time before his death. Mrs. J. Wyatt 
and Mrs. W. Dunn, daughters, have had 
long residence in Kaiapoi. 


es eg * * 


"THOMAS STORER, with his brother Ea- 
7 _Wward, was @ passenger on one of the 
: First Four Ships.” The first-named settled 
in the Coutts Island district, and in later 
years two sons, Thomas and Henry, and one 
daughter, Mrs. John Read, resided in or 
near Kaiapoi. Thomas Storer was 2 cartage 
contractor and horse breeder and “breaker.” 
He had his headquarters for many years at 
the Kaikanui Stables on Ohoka Road, and 
lived in the old “emigrant barracks” on the 
corner of Peraki Street and Ohoka Road. In 
later years, Mr. Henry Storer operated a 
threshing plant from his home just off 
Sneyd Street, where his widow (see Norman 
oe still lives. Mr. Gilbert Storer is a 
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WILLIAM SIMPSON (ship “Crusader,” 
1883) settled in Cam Road with his 
mother, Mrs. Mary Simpson, and later mar- 
ried Miss Bannister, also of Cam Road, the 
couple residing at that address. Until his 
retirement a few years ago, Mr. Simpson 
was a warper at the Woollen Mills. In a re- 
cent chat he recalled that Good Friday used 
to be called “ Farmers’ Day,” and some very 
exciting but humorous contests were held 
on the sand at the Beach in those far-off 
days, the “race horses” being of the draught 
type. 

A foundation member of the K.W.M.C., 
Mr. Simpson was invariably called upon at 
the annual “smoko” to respond to the toast 
of “The Founders.” Of recent years, how- 
ever, indifferent health has prevented him 
from attending these functions. 

A son, Gilbert, with Arthur Driscoll, 
achieved much success as an oarsman dur- 
ing the years ’97 to 1901, and a daughter 
was a foundation member of the famous 
Hinemoa Hockey Team. Mr. Simpson relates 
that his father-in-law, Mr. Bannister, once 
had the misfortune to fall into the Cam. 
Though over eighty years of age and heav- 
ily clothed, the old gentleman struck out for 
the farther shore and arrived at his home 
somewhat water-logged but otherwise none 
the worse for his misadventure. 
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OHN and JAMES STEWART, a2: 

Jiving at Christchurch, are pee oe, 
family which gave Stewarts Gully its name 

In a recent chat Mr. James Stewart said 
that his father (also James) and mother 
came to New Zealand on the ship “British 
Empire” in 1865. The family settled near 
rat an see of fertile land, much of 

as washed i 
caeen Ge away when the river 

The Stewart home was a cob t 
treasured remains of which, in ha aan 
were destroyed by a camper because the old 
walls obstructed his view. 

“We grew oats and barle sf? j 
Stewart, “and the crops woke ee 
scythe and threshed by a horse thresher. A 
hand winnowing machine cleaned the grain. 
The farm was subject to floods, and each 
one eroded a little more land, but the actual 
forming of the ‘gully’ was caused by two 
adjoining land owners whose farms were 
endangered, quietly making a channel 
pebhire the pee hills. Shortly afterwards 
n ‘old man’ flood enabl 
beeen ins ed the river to take 

Mr, Stewart recalled the deat i 
Uncle Donald who was killed in ay mae Se 
cident only a few chains from the present 
Stewarts Gully railway station. 
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ld Kaia- 
. Joseph Fantham, head of an old Ka 
Soni. also lost his life in the vicinity, 
being carried away with his horse and trap 
in the swirling waters of the river. 


“There was much shipping activity in 
fesse days,” concluded Mr. Stewart. bes 
Waimakariri served the Kaiapoi and mane 
ora districts and vessels calling at Spiess 
Creek carried cargoes for places furt er 
north such aS Leithfield and Amberley. 


* * * * 


N the early fifties JOHN T. STEVENSON 
arrived from Ireland on the ship Mer- 
maid.” With his wife and three children he 
walked over the Bridle Path and a little 
me to Kaiapoi. ; 

Pn Bie aruons were accompanied on the 
whole journey by the Carson family, and it 
may be mentioned here that one of the Car- 
son girls married Mr. E. Bollington, and an- 
other Mr. Hawke, later M.P. for Kaiapol. a 
Messrs Stevenson and Carson secured work 
on the West Coast road construction, their 
families remaining in Kaiapoi. Some months 
later the two “grass widows” were alarmed 
at the sight of two rough and bearded men 
approaching the house, and both women 
rushed inside and locked the doors. 
Ultimately they recognised their husbands 
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voices and welcomed them after their long 
tramp. Mr. Stevenson was for some time 
engaged in farming on the outskirts of Kaia- 
poi and was afterwards employed at the 
brewery near Cam Bridge. He died in the 
1920’s. Mrs. W. Tinkler and Mrs. E. Hansen 
are daughters. 
* * * 2 

NO volume of Kaiapoi’s history would be 

complete without some mention of that 
inoffensive native nomad known as ‘Tommy.’ 
Child-like and gentle in disposition, this 
harmless creature accepted gifts of food, 
and often slept where night found him. I 
would that I could record here that he al- 
ways met with the same simple kindness 
from his white brethren. The practical jokes 
played on this child of Nature are better 
left out of these pages. 

Tommy had a great love for music, and 
@ profound admiration for the well-known 
bandmaster, Cecil Hoskin, and for many 
years cherished an old band cap which that 
gentleman had given him, Tommy lived to 
& great age, 

May we say as the Maori of old: 


“Pass thou along the far sands of Haumu, 
following the great path trodden bare 
by the feet of the dead, ever going 
the one way, and none returning.” 
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"THE recorded activities of GEORGE 

TEMPLETON are somewhat vague, but 
it is known that somewhere about 1864 he 
arrived from Scotland in the ship “Canter- 


bury.” He appears to have been included in 


the ship’s personnel, but had his wife and 
three children on board. 


He is next heard of at Le Bons Bay, his 
wife and other white women in the locality 
having a trying time, cooking over log fires 
in the open and going in fear of the numer- 
ous Maori residents. 


Evidently these fears were unfounded, as 
we are told that later the Maori people were 
“very kind to the white children.” 


The Templeton family lived in another 
bay, also on the Peninsula, but their sojourn 
in Kaiapoi began when the Kaiapoi Woollen 
Company engaged Mr. Templeton—who had 
considerable knowledge of textiles—as fore- 
man miller in the Kaiapoi factory. 


For many years the family’s home was in 
Raven Street, and there two Templeton boys 
lost their lives in the river. They were both 
seven years of age when the two tragedies 
occurred, being separated, however, by an 
interval of a year or two. 


Many members of the family possessed 
musical talent, and William was a tower of 
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Strength to Kaiapoi football, excellent goal- 
kicking being a feature of his play. 


At heat the widow of the pioneer sur- 
vives, ough in indifferent health 
age of 88. pie te 


Mr. William Templeton and Ma (Mrs 
H. Chapman) reside in Kaiapoi. me 


* * * a 


OBERT THOMPSON was a native of 

Ireland who, with his brother-in-law, Mr. 
Tom Ballantyne, built many of the suspen- 
sion bridges in the Kaiapoi district. Mr. 
Ballantyne was a close friend of Mr. Rich. 
ard John Seddon and it is related that Mr. 
Ballantyne once attended a reception to the 
Premier and took a seat well toward the 
head of the table. Probably noticing Mr. 
Ballantyne’s homely dress, a pompous official 
moved him to a seat lower down. Upon his 
arrival Mr. Seddon looked for his old friend 
and seeing him, called out, “Come up here, 
Tom. What are you doing down there?” 
The discomforted official had then to con- 


duct Mr. Ballantyne to a 
Slee Place near the 
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N twelve and a half years of .age, 
FRED THORNE was hired out to a 
farmer in Somersetshire at one shilling per 
week with yearly rises and keep. At twenty- 
two he leit his employment and came to 
Australia in the ship “Hespigadera,” com- 
pleting his journey to New Zealand in the 
“Te Anau.” After some little time in Dune- 
din, he came to the Woodend district and 
after working for Mr, Councell, was employ- 
ed for two and a half years at Weston’s 
“Okair” farm, now belonging to Foster Bar- 
ker. Shortly afterwards Mr. Thorne began 
carting and contracting in Kalapoi, continu- 
ing the former until his death. A volume on 
the life of this Christian gentleman could 
be written. Slight in build, he was neverthe- 
less the very personification of energy, and 
in spite of his large roading contracts and 
farming activities he found time to serve 
jong terms as councillor and deputy-Mayor 
of Kaiapoi, president of the Farmers’ Union, 
and member of many other local bodies. A 
loyal and keen Methodist, Mr. Thorne sup- 
ported his church with the same vigour 
which characterised all his actions. He mar- 
ried Jane, youngest daughter of the pioneers 
James and Sarah Baker of the ship “Cres- 
sy.” Mr. and Mrs. Thorne spent a great por- 
tion of their lives in the Baker home in 
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Otaki Street, where Mrs. Thorne i 

et, W ; still re- 
sides. Their children, Elsie (Mrs. D. Ross) 
and William Thorne, live in Christchurch. 


* a * 


WILLIAM THURLOW was a fellow pas- 

Senger of Messrs. Butt and McAllister 
on the “Herefordshire.” Mr. Thurlow took 
little part in the public life of Kaiapoi, but 
was engaged in the boot trade, his premises 
being in Hansen’s building, Cookson Street. 
In later years he was occupied in financial 
and property deals. A son, William, also re- 
Sided in Kaiapoi at the beginning of the 
century, and after a prolonged absence in 
the North Island, retired here some time he- 
fore his death. His widow now resides at 
North Road, and his son, also William, lives 
in Hastings, Hawkes Bay. 
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William WALTER WAITES arrived in 
the “Metropolis,” 1863. in need of a 
pilot, the “ Metropolis” waited off Lyttelton 
Heads for three weeks before the captain in 
desperation accepted the offer of one of his 
crew to take the ship into harbour. With 
great skill and speed the man sailed the 
vessel to the anchorage. This sailor was over 
sixty years of age, but had been on a whal- 
ing ship in his youth and remembered row- 
ing up the Avon, a shot gun firing continu- 
ally from the bow to scare the Maori people. 
He alleged, also, that in those very early 
times, it was possible to row a boat from 
the Estuary to Lake Ellesmere. Mr. Waites 
was a landscape gardener, and was employ- 
ed for a period by Grovenor Miles in Christ- 
church. Eventually he settled in Kaiapoi, 
where he retained his interest in gardening. 
The writer can remember Mr. Waites’ dis- 
may when hundreds of people tramped over 


- fis cultivation after the Cheviot earthquake. 


This public curiosity was caused by a rift in 
the garden which, during the quake, had 


sent up geysers of mud. 
Mr. Waites’ death occurred about 1917. 
His son Richard, and the two Misses 
Waites, reside in Kaiapoi at the time of 
writing. 
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fa ts WILSON was a passenger to New 
= ealand in the ship “ Merrydale,” 1877. 
ee seventeen years of age on coming to 

aiapoi, and had served seven years at sea 
peer gai boy. He married Miss Jane Kerr 
7 was employed by the Kaiapoi Woollen 
ae on eo one years. During the 

rt 0 is period at the mil 
hac aaa see and two warp ati baie! 
e tenteri 

orient mg was done on frames 


Mr. Wilson was an ex 
t pert in the qa 
sii oe and held classes in the ae 
i : ea Kaikanui Hotel in Peraki Street 
to Kestley’s ae pire eto 
, y. uring a recent i 
to Kaiapoi Mr. Wilson oe 
, who now lives i 
North Island, recounted Bal 
; another incident 
Mr. Tom Ballantyne and i se 
Mr. Richard J 
Seddon. The Premier a oa 
( , rrived at i 
ia ee ee a on seeing his oid Went. 
late, ssed & note into his h 
told him to take his f get 
iend (Mr. Wi 
for a drink. “ : se 
Ee Scien” adjourned to the Pier,” 
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T. and MRS. WINTERBOURNE arrived 
* in the “Regina” during 1859, and Mr. 
Winterbourne, a turner by profession, had 
business premises in Peraki Street with a 
window filled with specimens of his work. 
His son John became the foremost oars- 
man of his time and with G. W. Wright, 
R. M. Day, J. Perrin and A. Matthews (cox) 
won races on the Cam, at Lyttelton, and at 
Akaroa, one day’s winnings at Lyttelton 
amounting to £150. 
The achievements of this famous crew 
have been published many times, but Mr. J. 


Winterbourne is perhaps best remembered | St ee Ip. _ " i. 

in Kaijiapoi as foreman carpenter at the 7 “ “ . 
Woollen Mills, where his unfailing courtesy Above~Henry Wyatt and family, 1862. 

and Varnes, MisibEs Ulver. Bt, Conetsons Below—Mr. and Mrs. Ted Wright with the horns of “ Old Canterbury.” 


placed him high in the estimation of the 
staff. He never lost his interest in rowing, 
and until shortly before his death in 1940 he 
attended local regattas as an official. 

Mr. Winterbourne had a firm belief in the 
value of walking as exercise, and frequently 
deplored the tendency of modern youth to 
mount a bicycle or bring out a car to travel 
short distances. Two sons, Kemp and Ralph, 
are well-known in Kaiapoi, the former now 
farming near Timaru, and the latter a lec- 
turer in Psychology at Canterbury College. 
The widow of the famous oarsman resides 
at Elmwood, Christchurch, 
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RICHARD WYLIE was born in Onehunga 
in 1866 and later as a4 young man took 
over Mr. Gaarder’s business in High Street, 
Kaiapoi. A councillor for many years, and 
Mayor for a period, Mr. Wylie gave of his 
best for the betterment of the town. Tie 
was an expert bowler and his name is per- 
petuated in the Wylie badges. He died in 
1925, Five children are well-known in Kaia- 
poi: Robert, John, Leslie, Philip, Guthrie, 
Mrs. J. Becker, 2nd Mrs. Gordon Wright. 


e * * * 


; WILLIAM WRIGHT was born at Ponte- 
i ' fract, Yorkshire, and saw service in the 
oe Peninsular War before coming to Lyttelton 
! in 1852. He had the contract for the first 
i Cam and Ashley Gorge bridges. Mr. Edwin 

J. Wright has in his possession the mounted 
horns of “ Old Canterbury,” a bullock, which 

hauled much of the timber for the Ashley 

Gorge bridge. ; 


= x x s 

\; ROBERT MARSHALL WRIGHT, 4 son of 
he Mr. William Wright, was well-known 
f during his forty-four years’ service as clerk 


to the Eyreton Road Board (later the Eyre 
County Council). The children were Ern- 
est, Sydney, Charles, James, Alice (Mrs. Har- 
il yis), George, Edwin, and Herbert, 
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FLENRY WYATT was a pioneer farmer in 
Clothier’s Road. In the fifties he ac- 
quired his holding, and it is stated that he 
walked from and to Papanui daily in order 
to prepare the home for himself and wife. 
After many years of successful farming, he 
and his wife retired to Christchurch, where 


_ they resided until their deaths. 


A son, Mr. Alfred Wyatt, took over tne 
homestead upon his father’s retirement and 
at present his son-in-law—Mr. W. Bradley 
and wife (nee Wyatt)—are in possession. 

Mrs. S. J. Menneer, a daughter of the 
pioneer, lives in Fuller Street and can re- 
call many incidents of early times in Kaia- 
poi and surrounding districts. She remem- 
bers the children marching from Wakes’ 
and Matthew’s schools to see the opening of 
the railway. Much of the land around Hil- 
ton Street was then wilderness, and Mrs. 
Menneer can recollect the children of the 
rival schools fighting with swords made from 
flax blades. Another school in operation at 
the time was that of the Misses Parnham 
on the corner of the North Road and Cass 
Street (north side). There are quite a num- 
ber of descendants of Henry Wyatt in Kaia- 
poi. Another son, Thomas, was engaged in 
farming in the North Island, but retired to 
Kaiapoi before his death. His son John is 
@ well-known resident, 
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Extract from Memoirs of the 
Life of Richard Evans. 


(By E.E.) 


ON Christmas Day, 1870, Richard Evans 
landed in Lyttelton from London with 
sixpence in his pocket, and a doctor’s ver- 
dict in his thoughts, that he must live an 
outdoor life or not live six months 


This was @ poor outlook for . 
oe but a Welshman is agate 
: ee ee My. Murray of Lincoln was at 
hs ar seeking harvest hands, and asked 

e€ Stranger if he wanted a job and what 
wages he expected. 


“I certainly need a job, and 
: ; as - 
experienced, Tll leave it to you Bie me 
what I’m worth,” replied Mr. Evans. 


Some weeks later, with nis first Ne 
A w Zea- 
patty cheque in his pocket, he tramped re 
alapoi and found shingle carters in de- 
mand for road construction. The cheque 
Mes aS a deposit for a dray and two horses. 
en thus began Mr. Evans’ varied career of 
y years in the Kaiapoi district. 


He laid the foundations of many roads 
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her bedroom window often watched the brick 


i jars of the 
Road included, the pop 
Neer mile-long avenue being planted to 
bind the road-edge. 
i i the bend of 
ans pitched his tent at 
Saad. ihe adjacent land later dette 
his own. Known as Willow Farm. oS ree 
is remembered by most Kaiapai Metho 
as the Sunday School picnic grounds. 


willow tent-poles grew into huge trees 
cee recently the last one : hides Pe 
down, but the hollow trunk sti i. pal 
left for purely sentimental reasons by ; 
Liew. B. Evans, the present owner. 


i Mr. Rich- 

strict Calvanistic churchman, 2 
Fes Evans first attended the Anglican 
Church, but noting the Nn a One ke 

lying in front of the pulpi urit 
ecir the Calvin mind did not approve 
this, so, on the following Sunday, he attend- 
ed the Methodist service. 


iended by a 

re the stranger was befrien 
err iers citizen, and thus began the ae 
friendship between the Blackwell and Eva 
families. sas Raa ce 

1874 Fanny Blackwell arrive r 
senion to make her home with her brother 
and his family. She helped in the drapery 
department of her brother’s store and from 


walls of the Borough School going up, and 
was, of course, present at the School open- 
ing. 

Those were the days of big tea meetings, 
and big floods, and one afternoon when the 
church ladies were in the schoolroom, the 
river came over and they were marooned. 


Richard Evans was one of the men who 
came to the rescue with a Spring cart and 
there met his future wife. On 16th March 
of the following year he and Miss Blackwell 
were married in the Wesleyan Church by 
the Rev. Bavin, and went to live at Willow 
Farm. 


In the early days Mr. Evans and James 
Butt secured the contract for building the 
Second bridge over the Waimakariri — qa 
bridge which preceded Empire Bridge, and 
replaced Whites. 


He was farmer, merchant, and miller in 
turn, also chairman or member of many 
local bodies. 


Mr. Evans cherished two unfulfilled 
dreams, one to see the Kaiapoi Electorate 
a No-Licence area, and to have the mouth 
of the Waimakariri opened up to restore 
Shipping activity. He was working hard for 
this end when death claimed him. 
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A: friend remarked, “If you got this scheme 
through, Mr. Evans, it will be the biggest 
thing you have done.” “No,” was the reply. 
“T always feel that the most worth-while 
work I have been able to do has been with 
my Bible Class boys, all though the years.” 

Certainly one hears of men all over New 
Zealand who recall with pleasure the time 
spent in that class. “ No cooking hot meals 
on Sunday” was agreed upon in the Evans 
home, so that all who wished could attend 
church services. 


In the early days the old roan, Polly, and 
the box cart containing the Evans family, 
would go past, and one snowy morning the 
inhabitants of Sneyd Street turned out to 
pelt them with snowballs as they went by. 


In pre-car days, school children used to 
catch the “Little Train” at Waverley, and 
one remembers hurrying to tell the engine- 
driver that Mr. Evans was coming just 
round the corner, The driver never failed 
to wait, unless running very late. Mr. Evans 
had his 40th annual ticket in his pocket 
when he was killed by the train on which 
he had so often travelled. 


These are merely glimpses of a full and 
active life, but the words “To live in hearts 
we leave behind is not to die” seem true 


———_~-__.... 
baleen binN sa Wet Aisne Neer cea Rt Cdn Secale eek A ee : 
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in this case, for the Evans famil i 

’ miuly still meet 
those who at once recall his kindness and 
the pleasant hours spent in his company. 


* * * * 


SOME WONDERS AT THE MILLS. | 


PERHAPS the most remarkable machine 
if at the Woollen Millis is the 450 HELP. 
Atlas” engine, which to date has throbbed 
steadily for 43 years. The longest stop dur- 
ing working time was for two hours, when a 
beM cag . the condenser broke. The 
eering staff rigged tem 
working the condenser. sea tee 


- In his working life at the Mill the horse 
Duke” carted over 30,000 tons of coal for 
the boilers. Mr, Richard Sewell had “Duke” 
under his care during the sixteen years of 
the horse’s loyal service. 


The door at the northern end of the . 
ing shed is almost covered with record ‘or 
notable events in connection with the Mill 
or otherwise. The resignation or demise of 
foremen_ and old employees, ship-wrecks 
early aviation, downfall of governments and 


a leaders are there dating back to 
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George Henry Blackwell. 


(By J.HB.) 


MONG all those who took part in the 

development of Kaiapoi, none has left 
more enduring mark on its history than 
George Henry Blackwell. 


Born and brought up in Leamington, War- 
wickshire, England, after leaving school, as 
@ youth, he joined the Navy. His ship—a 
wooden sailing ship, the H.M.S. “ Styx,’— 
was a member of the fleet under Sir Charles 
Napier, and later patrolled the coast of West 
Africa on Britain’s mission of exterminating 
slavery. The “Styx” also escorted the then 
Prince of Wales—later King Edward VI.— 
on his visit to Canada and the U.S.A. 


After his term at sea, Mr. Blackwell work- 
ed for some 18 months in England, mainly 
on the early railway construction work near 
Oxford. 


Stirred by the reports of opportunities iz 
New Zealand for young men, he decided to 
emigrate, and left Leamington for this 
country, arriving in Lyttelton in 1865. 

This was his headquarters for about a 


year, He took a job as teamster, driving a 
four-horse wagon hauling goods from the 
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Port to Christchurch over the zig-zag and 
the hill road though Sumner, before the 
days of the tunnel. Then he worked on a 
coastal schooner trading to the West Coast 
in the early days of gold discovery there. 
His skipper, Captain Early, was said to have 


held the first religious service, on the wharf, 


at Hokitika. Later the schooner made a trip 
from Lyttelton to Kaiapoi, which provided 
Mr. Blackwell’s introduction to the scene of 
his future home. 


In 1866 he settled in Kaiapoi, working in 
the employ of Callendar and Newnham in 
their produce and general trading stores. 
Those were the days of the greatest ship- 
ping activity on the Waimakariri, when 
Kaiapoi was the main trading centre for 
North Canterbury’s imports and exports. 


In 1869 he was able to send to Leaming- 
ton for the young lady to whom he had be- 
come engaged on the day he left there four 
years earlier—Miss Annie Shearshby. 


They were married in Kaiapoi at the 
home of Mr. Matthew Bet the first Mayor 
of the Borough. 

For a time they Hved in Raven Street in 
the house later occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
G. Templeton, but shortly moved to High 


Street, where Mr. Blackwell started his first 
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business on the site now occupied by Wylies 
Store. This was called the Railway Store, 
to mark the opening of the rail connection 
from Christchurch to Kaiapoi. 


In 1871 Mr. Blackwell shifted to the cor- 
ner of Hilton and Black Streets having pur- 
chased the business of Mr. Alfred Weston. 
This he developed for many years, followed 
by his son Mr, J. H. Blackwell. After fifty 
years the business was transferred to a new 
location in High Street and carried on by 
the second and third generation (Mr. H. H. 
Blackwell), being probably the oldest con- 
tinuously-trading business in North Canter- 
bury. 

In 1879 a very important step in Kaiapoi’s 
economic progress was the founding of the 
Kaiapoi Woollen Company. Mr. Blackwell 


took a very active part in establishing this - 


and was one of the original directors. With- 
in two years he became chairman of the 
company and held that position for thirty- 
three years. In this period, after many 
anxieties and difficulties, the Company was 
developed to become one of New Zealand’s 
greatest industrial organisations with a 
world wide reputation for the quality of its 
goods. Many hundreds were (and are) em- 
ployed in its factories and warehouses. Mr. 
Blackwell was particularly proud of the fact 
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that the staff at the main mills at Kaiapoi 
had provided the town with many of its 
most useful citizens. 

Mr. Blackwell was also a promoter of the 
Kajiapoi Milling and Produce Co. in its ear- 
lier years. 

In addition to his many-sided business in- 
terests, Mr. Blackwell was an energetic sup- 
porter of all progressive public activities. He 
served on the School Committee and the 
Waimakariri Harbour Board. For 30 years 
he was superintendent of the Kaiapoi Volun- 
teer Fire Brigade. 

After some years as Councillor he became 

Mayor of Kaiapoi for the two years 1879- 
1881. . 
He was keenly interested in the social and 
moral welfare of the town. In the Metho- 
dist Church he filled many offices and for 
32 years was choirmaster. For nearly 40 
years he was an active Sunday School wor- 
ker, as teacher and superintendent. He re- 
presented the Kaiapoi Circuit at the New 
Zealand Methodist Conference of which he 
became one of the most trusted and infiu- 
ential members. 

The Temperance Movement had his life- 
long support, and he was chief officer and 
trustee for the Sons and Daughters of Tem- 
perance Lodge. , 
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He was a great believer in healthy recrea- 
tion, and was a keen supporter of cricket, 
football, tennis, and bowling, etc. To encour- 


age the. younger generation’s activities in. 


amateur sport, he became one of the foun- 
ders of the Kaiapoi Park and was a trustee 
till his death. 


In his activities he had always the invalu- 
able co-operation and encouragement of his 
esteemed wife. 


Mrs. Blackwell was herself not only a 
great home-maker but an inspiring influence 
especially in all women’s public and ‘s3rivate 
activities for social and spiritual welfare. 
She was a founder of the W.C.T.U. move- 
ment in Kaiapoi and a staunch supporter of 
every character-building cause. 


Their home was a centre of useful help- 
fulness, and radiated happiness and encour- 
agement, not only for their own family of 
five sons and three daughters, but for an 
ever-widening circle outside. 

Mr. Blackwell’s death in 1914, followed by 
that of his wife in 1927, marked the close 
of lives influential in the making of Kaia- 
poi. The seedling oaks, transplanted from 
Leamington, the centre of England, became 
mighty trees in far-flung New Zealand, 
empire-building in its best sense. 
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Band Music. 


[N a newspaper dated 1867 mention is made 

of a drum and fife band leading the Kaia- 
poi Church of England scholars to a picnic 
at or near the Rifle Range. “The children,” 
runs the report, “were terrified on account 
of the Volunteers banging away at the tar- 
gets.” Between that time and the eighties 
there was @ Brass Band, but history is 
vague as to its efficiency. A Mr. Marsden 
was band master for a period and it is known 
that the Baker twins, Jack and William, 
were members, 


The writer’s earliest recollections of the 
Brass Band are of Mr. Ruben Blakely as 
conductor, the members being largely from 
the Blakely, Broadley, and Wright families. 
The conductor assisted with the metal clari- 
net or saxaphone said to be the first played 
in New Zealand. A son, Mr. Wilson Blakely, 
later had charge of the band, the Wright 
brothers, William, Arthur, Robert, and later 
Clive, being keen members, as were Charles 
and Alfred Broadley. Subsequently the Hos- 
kin family became prominent. Mr. Cecil 
Hoskin was appointed conductor, Thomas 
solo cornet, John and James taking other 
parts. Mr. William Knight, a nephew of the 
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conductor and a fine cornetist, was a tower 
of strength to the band for a long time. Mr. 
D. Murphy was also an expert cornetist, Mr. 
J. Johnston a fine euphoneum player, and 
John McLachlan a cornetist of note. The 
Richards brothers also helped on various in- 
struments, In more recent times Mr. Ed. 
Bugg gave long and valuable service with 
the double bass. 


After twenty-seven years in charge of the 
Band Mr. Hoskin resigned to take over a 
military band in Christchurch, and Charles 
Brockelbank conducted the combination for 
five years assisted by such stalwarts as J. 
Wylie, A. Johnson, Lintotts (father and 
son), Ted Reeves, and others. Mr. W. R. 
Lintott then took charge, being helped by 
the Miles family, the Solomon brothers, and 
Cecil Green, an expert drummer. Mr, Ernie 
Forrest has also given long service as lead- 
ing cornetist, while for many years Mr. 
Charles Alexander was an efficient secret- 
ary. At the time of writing Mr. Dephoff, of 
Christchurch, is conductor, and Mr. Allan 
Richards is secretary. 

Though not very successful, the band has 
taken part in several contests. On one oc- 
casion the Kaiapoi competitors stepped the 
120 yards exactly in the marching competi- 
tion, and the time taken was correct to a 
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split second. The drummer responsible for 
this feat was W. Ashley. 


A more recent incident in the life of the 
band was a trip to Ashley Gorge about 1922 
when both motor trucks conveying the party 
broke down, and members had to return to 
Kaiapoi by train. Much loose sheet music 
was lost when a fierce gust of wind bore 
down on the musicians, the paper sailing 
gaily up the gorge. The charge for the hire 
of the bus on this occasion was £12, and 
the collection amounted to 18/-. 

In modern times the lot of a country band 
has been made harder by the introduction 
of radio into the homes of the people. Lis- 


teners are now accustomed to hearing the. 


best performers in the world and even 
the best city bands find it difficult to mea- 
sure up to anything approaching the stan- 
dard set by expert combinations of the older 
countries. 


* * * * 


TO THE “PINES” IN 1890. 


TH our respective mothers’ instructions 
going in one ear and out of the other, 
we six children left Sneyd Street on a lovely 
summer morning and were soon plodding 
between the young poplar trees lining the 
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Beach Road. Here we were given a “lift” 
in a dray which took us within half a mile 
of the sea, 


Running up and down the sea shore, we 
picked up shells and other treasures and 
fled in terror from waves nearly three inches 
high. Then came Thirst. We all became 
thirsty at the same moment. In our lunch 
basket was a bottle of “Boston Cream,” a 
sweet syrup to be mixed with water, but the 
dray-ride had been our undoing; we had for- 
gotten to get water at the last farm house 
on the road. 


Alas, there were no sisting artesians or 
shops ‘selling cool drinks at the “Pines” in 
those far off days; no sight of any human 
being to help us in our difficulty. In despera- 
tion the Eldest measured out a portion of 
the “Boston Cream” to each. Worse and 
worse. The tongue clove to the roof of the 
mouth. We drank sea water. “Now we’ll all 
go mad,” solemnly announced the Eldest, 
and we gazed fearfully into each other’s 
faces for the first signs of maniacal fury. 


Let me draw the veil over that hot day 
of torment and our return to Kaiapoi. Six 
brown little faces plunged into the first 
available horse-trough and drank; that won- 
derful drink of long ago 


| 
| 
| 
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Entertainment. 


R. CHAMPION appears to have been an 

early exponent of drama in Kaiapoi, and 
meetings and rehearsals were held in the 
Mechanics’ Institute, a few yards east from 
the corner of Raven and Black Streets. 

The Misses Parnham were pianistes, and 
the names Matthews, Hewlings, Rhoades, 
Hunt, and Wearing figure largely in the 
musical life of Old Kaiapoi. The Misses 
Andrews and Dr. Dudley were among the 
first to possess pianos. The Johnson family 
later gave their services freely to local con- 
certs, Mr. “Jim” Johnson being especially 
popular with his wonderful whistling solos. 
Some members of the Templeton family 
were good singers, aS were the Misses Mc- 
Rory; Mr. Robt. Driscoll was a fine dancer, 
and for many years pleased his audiences 
with the sailor’s hornpipe and other dances. 

Many of the older people of this district 
remember Mr. and Mrs. (nee Johnson) F. 
Burrows’ delightful rendering of “Madam 
Will You Walk?” 

During the final years of the last century 
the Misses Balch, with other members of 
the Anglican Church of Kaiapoi, presented 
many short plays and sketches with much 
success, 
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The writer remembers an occasion on 
which these girls were seized with a fit of 
the giggles, as a result of a ludicrous incid- 
ent during their play, and the curtain had 
to be drawn in order to restore composure, 


More recently Kaiapoi has been indeed 
fortunate in possessing a wealth of local 
talent. Mr. “Ted” Bennett, an able pianist 
and humourist, amused the town and dis- 
trict people for many years. Miss Elizabeth 
Fawcett was untiring during the Great War, 
and Miss Irene Hoskin and Miss Elsie 
Thorne delighted audiences with vocal duets. 
Miss May Hayman (Mrs. J. Ward) still re- 
tains her sweet voice with which she charm- 
ed her hearers years ago. Reg. Brown, 
W. Ellen, and Cecil Eyles provided humour 
during the Great War, and quite recently 
W. R. Lintott has entertained at innumer- 
able functions with ventriloquial and xylo- 
phone items. During Mr. Les. Billcliffe’s 
stay in Kaiapoi his wife gave much pleasure 
to her hearers with her trained and rich 
contralto voice. The Hirst brothers, Jim 
McIntosh, and H. Mitchell are our best 
singers at the time of writing. 
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Cycling. 


[N eommon with other New Zealand towns, 

Kaiapoi had its quota of high bicycles 
in the early years of this mode of progres- 
sion. Charles Dudley, son of a local medical 
practitioner, appears to have been one of 
the first riders, and the writer remembers 
W. Bean calling at the school in Hilton 
Street, and telling the open-mouthed boys 
that steam ran in the frame of the machine, 
providing power for the wheels, There are 
stories, too, of Tom Hanna with others 
spending their Sundays riding these awk- 


ward mounts as far as Amberley and back. ~ 


Mr. Bert Rich was one of the pioneer racers 
on the “safety” bicycles. Reealling a race 
held in the park some years before the con- 
struction of the track, Mr. Rich says: “ Yes, 
I remember the occasion quite well. I had 
just enough reputation to be placed on 
scratch, and I bumped over the lumpy grass 
track as best I could, but never caught up 
with anyone. I think Fred Clark won the 
race,” concluded Mr. Rich, laughing heart- 
ily. After the race track had been formed 
and brought into use, A. C. Wilmot, W. An- 
derson, E. Wright, Hubert M. Wright, Percy 
Mellor, Walter Blackwell, Harold and Cecil 
Baker, and Hubert Anderson became prom- 
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i t in the sport. The high gearing of Mr. 
Ted. Wright’s cycle was a matter for much 
discussion, most machines being of eignty- 
four or thereabouts, whereas Mr. Wright . 
bicycle carried a ratio of one hundred an 


four. 

Other local riders were: W. Wilmot, W. 
McCaskil (Coaster), Don Grant and Joe 
Baker (both of Ohoka). The cycle races and 
sports meetings on Easter Monday became 
one of the most popular functions in Can- 
terbury, but gradually declined to vanishing 
point, and today the only evidence of those 
exciting contests is the unkempt track, with 
loose slabs of bitumen lying upon it. An 
early rider, but better known as an official, 
Mr. James Mealings has loyally supported 
cycle racing for forty years, the period of its 
rise and fall in Kajapoi. 
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Old Kaiapoi 


: EN Kaiapoi was in its infancy there 

' were brickworks at “Busby’s Corner,” 
about a quarter of a mile from the town- 
ship. These works were operated by Mr. 
Richard Belcher. Most probably the walls 
of the emigrant barracks at the south end 
of Peraki Street were composed of local 
bricks, for when demolished somewhere 
‘about 1902 they were already much perished. 
Christchurch bricks were of a much more 
lasting nature. 


AS a young man Mr. James Clarke was in 
partnership in a brick works at Woodend. 
His son, Mr. Wm. Clarke, states that on one 
occasion his father kindled the kiln fires 
and adjourned with his partner to the hotel, 
this being customary when waiting for a 
“burn.” Unfortunately the partner refresh- 
ed his thirst so well that he temporarily lost 
all interest in bricks and Mr. Clarke had 
to continue the burn alone. Though having 
little knowledge of the job, he was success- 
ful and the batch of bricks is in the fine 
house at the Kaiapoi end of the Beach Road. 
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ONE hot day in the summer of 1894 the 
Camside “push” was engaged in the ex- 
citing pastime of “I Spy” areund the Drill 
Shed in Hilton Street. The “push” consist- 
ed of “fellers”—or perhaps “blokes ’—from 
Cam Road, and myself as an honorary mem- 
ber. 
One James—alias Tiddly—was “he” and 


we dived into the broom and lay “doggo” 


while he counted aloud the number agreed 
upon. 

Who was to know that, returning from 
lunch, Mr. Alexander had walked quietly 
into the broom to see what all the noise 
was about? 

But James—alias Tiddly—was on his way, 
and we crouched low. There was a yell of 
triumph, mixed with wicked words, from the 
searcher now close at hand 

Seeing only a coat through the foliage, 
James had pounced on the headmaster. 

From our hiding places we peered out at 
our comrade being bustled to school by the 
scruff of the neck, and we knew then that 
“Tiddiy” had indeed caught a tiger. 


Old Kaiapoi 


CHILDHOOD MEMORY. 


E was a red faced little man with a 

reddish heard which seemed always to 
bristle. With long stick in hand he plodded 
the country roads, peering with ferrety eyes 
into by-roads in search of straying cattle. 


We children knew him as the “Pound 
Ranger ” and next to the “Bobby” we feared 
him most. 


“That old ranger drinks so much whisky,” 
my father used to say, “that if you were 
- a a match near him he would ex- 
p oO e.” 


I was coming home from school when the 
ranger stepped out of Sneyd Street and 
stopped me. “Have you seen any grazing 
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cows?” he asked fiercely. “No-n-no sir,” I~ 


began feebly and the ranger glared afresh. 


Producing a short pipe from his ra, 

C gs he 
pushed it among his whiskers and 

struck a match. ee 


With a terrified yell I bounded awa 
an 
se only when our gate banged panied 
e. 


ZI did not hear any explosion. 


Rangiora: The “North Canterbury Gazette.” 
Ashley Street. 1941. 
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